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My name is Julie. Thank you for all  
you do to help give me what I need at 
this point in my life: food, shelter, 

clothing, but most of all for so much 
compassion and understanding. I’m glad my 
past is behind me. I did drugs for 29 years 
straight. I had a baby born with crack 
cocaine in her system. I think I may have 
been clean for a total of nine months . . .  
the rest of the time I was addicted to pot, 
alcohol and cocaine. I lived with abusive 
relationships, and did not hesitate to duke  
it out with my abuser when necessary. A 
typical day for me would be to wake up —  
if I had slept at all — hit my pipe, hustle  
some money, buy some more dope and beer 
and cash a check for someone and keep  
their money. That was my life; that was  
my lifestyle.

More than anything else, I want to obey God
 Perhaps you can see why Reno-Sparks 
Gospel Mission means so much to me. It’s not 
an overstatement to say this place is saving 
my life. I’m not here by coincidence. God has 
put me here, and for that I am eternally 

  I used to lie, steal, and manipulate others . . .
today, my life is committed to Jesus Christ

grateful. When I was in jail, I didn’t see 
much of the sun, the mountains or the 
trees. I once hated to hear the birds 
singing because they would disrupt my 
sleeping. Now, I enjoy everything about 
God’s creation. It’s so nice to feel the 
wind, something I never felt when I was 
locked up. Hopefully soon I’ll be going to 
college to study computer engineering.  
I want to live a clean, sober, happy life. 
Most of all I want to obey God. At this 
Thanksgiving season, I am more than 
grateful to God, the Mission and to you  
for your support.

Sincerely,

  AT has confirmed with client that image has model release. Initials: __GDC___  Date: __7/23___

“I once hated to hear the birds 
singing because they would 
disrupt my sleeping.”
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Julie
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Reaching out to the needy . . . a privilege we share together at Thanksgiving . . . and throughout the year

 My life is finally headed in the right direction . . .
thanks to a loving God, the Mission 

and your support

An Encouraging Word from Rick Redding

Dear Friend of Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission, 

 Every day is Thanksgiving at Reno-Sparks 

Gospel Mission. But as we approach the official 

Thanksgiving season I find I have an especially 

long list of things I’m thankful for. I’m thankful we 

live in a community that thinks about the needs 

of others. I’m thankful you are willing to give so 

much to total strangers. You never ask for credit 

for what you do. You continue to work with us in 

taking a chance on people others have cast aside. 

I can’t thank you enough for your generosity.

God helps those who are running on empty

 It happened again, just a few days ago. A 

young man who’d been with us several times in 

the past, but kept going back to his old ways, 

returned to the Mission once again. And, of course, we welcomed him 

with open arms — because that’s what we do. God doesn’t give up on 

people, and neither do we. The good news is this man knew where 

to come to rediscover God’s love and acceptance. He had burned 

all his bridges and he had once again run out of gas — emotionally, 

physically and spiritually. Aren’t you glad God meets the needs of 

those who are running on empty?

 Not many grow up saying, “I sure hope I end up in a Gospel 

Mission one day.” But after they’ve been with us awhile, we often 

hear our friends say that being at the Mission has been the happiest 

time of their lives. That’s what I’m thankful for at this Thanksgiving 

season . . . and I know you join me with your own heart of gratitude 

for being able to do so much for so many who have lost their way.

   Your servant,

   Rick Redding, Executive Director

“You continue to 

work with us in 

taking a chance 

on people others 

have cast aside.  

I can’t thank you 

enough for your 

generosity.”

Remember when we played hide and seek as kids . . . and when we shouted, 
“Here I come, ready or not?” Well, as some might say, there’s a sermon in 
there. Because one day, it will all come to an end — ready or not. Sunrises 

and sunsets will be no more. It will no longer be necessary to go to the office 
or do the laundry. Our affluence, fame and influence will become insignificant. 
Our grudges, worries and suspicions will also finally disappear. Ready or not, 
someday it will all come to an end. 

It’s all about choices . . .

In reality, in the end, it will not be about how much we got, but how much 
we gave. Did we live with a sense of entitlement, or were we thankful 

“In reality, in the end, it will not be about how much we got, but how much we gave.”

He grew a beard, put on raggedy  
clothes and hit the streets.

And found hope.

Pastor Bill Muck’s undercover college 
class assignment to immerse himself in 
the homeless community exposed him 
to an existence few get to see. Alone 
on the dangerous streets for one week, 
Muck sought solace at the Reno-Sparks 
Gospel Mission. Unfamiliar with the 
Mission, Muck soon discovered that the 
Mission provided sanctuary, life and 
much-needed hope — a bright spot in 
an otherwise dark world.

“The love and care that I received from 
each man and woman in the Gospel 
Mission . . . the selfless dedication of the 
staff members who poured out words 
of encouragement and hope on a daily 
basis,” says Muck. “This was a week that 
truly blessed me and will undoubtedly 
transform my future ministry.”

Read more of his story at: http://www.
rsgm.org/contrasts-finding-light-in-the-
darkness/

UNDERCOVER 
PASTOR
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“ Early on, I stopped going to 
church and began hanging 
out with the wrong crowd.”
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for God’s mercy and for the opportunities we were given to reach out to 
those in need? When our final words are spoken, it will be all about our 
integrity, compassion, courage and empowerment of others. Living a life of 
significance doesn’t happen by accident. It’s a choice we must make every 
day. Thank you for making the choice once again at this Thanksgiving season 
to reach out to the poor, hungry, homeless and abused who come through 
the Mission’s doors. To continue your vital financial involvement with the 
Mission, please use the remit slip enclosed. You may also make your donation 
at www.rsgm.org. Thank you for being a loyal supporter and friend of Reno-
Sparks Gospel Mission as we carry on this ministry of rescue during the 
Thanksgiving season and throughout the year.

prison. I made the right choice 
by coming here. Today, I would 
say my faith journey is going in 
the right direction. I just need 
to remember my new lifestyle 
needs to be an everyday thing. 
That’s why the classes here are so 
important for me, especially the 
Bible studies that are geared to 
the issues in my life. I now see the 
path I need to take, and with God’s 
help, I will walk that path today, 
tomorrow and for the rest of my 
life. This is the first time I’ve ever 
believed in myself. I see prayers 
answered every day, and I’m more 
positive than I’ve ever been. Even 

though we may never meet, 
I will always remember 

your kindness to me. 
I hope you and your 
family enjoy a happy 
Thanksgiving.

Your friend,

My name is Cory. Thank you for 
your donations to the Mission.  
I never knew so many were 

willing to give and sacrifice so much 
for others — for people they may never 
meet. You may be even giving through 
your own pain, which makes you one  
of the most compassionate people on 
earth. Sometimes it takes a while for 
people to get the message. I was one  
of those people. I spent four years in 
drug court. I lived by hustling money, 
stealing, being addicted to heroin, 
gambling and doing just about 
everything possible to bring dishonor 
to God. Early on, I stopped going to 
church and I began hanging out with 
the wrong crowd. Big mistake. 

This is the first time I’ve ever 
believed in myself
The last thing Judge Breen 
said to me was: you either 
go to Reno-Sparks Gospel 
Mission or you go to 

Cory

Reaching out to the needy . . . a privilege we share together at Thanksgiving . . . and throughout the year

 My life is finally headed in the right direction . . .
thanks to a loving God, the Mission 

and your support

“In reality, in the end, it will not be about how much we got, but how much we gave.”

The Thrift Depot North Hills is 
now open in its new location – 
1075 North Hills Blvd., Ste. 360, 
Reno!

We also kicked off our new Thrift 
Depot Facebook page! “Like” 
and “Share” it to see all the latest 
happenings and specials at our 
stores. 
https://www.facebook.com/
renothrift

Thrift Depot  
North Hills  
Grand Opening

Travel, fun in 
the sun and . . . 
spreading gravel?
Thirty-three students from the 
western chapter of Students 
Today Leaders Forever at Oregon 
State University traveled to the 
Mission during their time off from 
studies to spread a truckload 
of gravel and for some general 
landscaping at Mission facilities. 
The visit was part of their seven-
city “Pay It Forward Tour,” a 
service leadership road trip to 
build relationships.
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Please use this completed form and return it with your generous Thanksgiving donation in the envelope 
provided. Your gift is tax deductible as allowed by law. You may also share your compassion online at 
www.rsgm.org. You will receive a receipt.

Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission, Inc.
P.O. Box 5956
Reno, NV 89513-5956

ACCOUNT NO.   EXP. DATE 

NAME ON ACCOUNT  SIGNATURE

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE / ZIP

EMAIL ADDRESS

Here is my donation of: 
m $20.50 to provide 10 meals and other assistance
m $30.75 to provide 15 meals and other assistance
m $61.50 to provide 30 meals and other assistance
m  $______ to provide as many meals and as much  

care as possible

MY THANKSGIVING GIFT

m Please bill my credit card: (please print)     m VISA  m MC
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CHRISTMAS IN JULY
Mission staff and volunteers 
festively served a full hot turkey 
dinner complete with all the 
trimmings to more than 600 
homeless, needy and low-
income people. They also gave 
away hygiene kits for the adults 
and toys for the children.

BAPTISM
Twenty-two men and women 
took a stand for Jesus during 
the recent Mission’s Journey 
Church baptism. More than 100 
friends and family supported 
these new Christ followers! 
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Can you or your organization provide 
assistance for the thousands of poor and 
needy during the upcoming holidays? Please 
see below for opportunities and needs to 
support our less-fortunate community:

VOLUNTEERS
Street Treats (Fun Halloween-themed  
event for the homeless) 
Event: 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m., Oct. 26

Thanksgiving
Setup: 9:30 a.m., Nov. 26
Lunch: 11:00 a.m., Nov. 27

Random Acts of Kindness (Holiday food  
event for low-income neighborhoods)
Event: 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., Dec. 18

Christmas
Lunch: 11:00 a.m., Dec. 25

FOOD NEEDED

Holiday Volunteers and 
Donations Needed!

Mission Happenings

Mission Happenings

YES, Rick, it’s a privilege to 
continue to support the work of the 
Mission at this Thanksgiving season. 
Here’s my donation of:

Turkeys (fresh/frozen)
Hams
Coffee (ground/whole bean)
Canned goods
Whole pies
Plastic knives/forks/spoons
Baked cookies and other goodies

New, unwrapped toys for 
all ages
Winter coats/jackets for 
men and women
Warm socks
Knitted caps and ski masks
Blankets
Gloves
Thermal and regular 
underwear
Hygiene kits (soap, 
toothbrush/toothpaste, 
deodorant, shampoo, etc.)

To volunteer, call Tammie at 775-323-0386, 
Ext. 16. To donate, call 775-323-7999. 
For more information and updates, please 
visit us at facebook.com/renomission or  
www.rsgm.org.

DONATIONS NEEDED


