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My name is Tanner. I was usually so 
high I thought I would never get 
caught. So I kept robbing home 

improvement stores for copper wire. We 
would steal rolls of wire from the store,  
put them on a flatbed and take them to a 
scrapyard. All for drug money. I got away 
with this for five months. But one day the 
security camera caught my license plate. 
Next thing I knew I was behind bars. Still,  
I kept using heroin.

 I was out of my mind. I wasn’t working, 
was not well and had dropped to 120 pounds.  
I tried to kill myself. I was that depressed. 
That’s when I called Reno-Sparks Gospel 
Mission. I was here for a week but then was 
arrested at the Mission. It was back to jail  
for two months.

If I hadn’t come to the Mission it would have 
been either death or prison

 Now here I am again at this place that 
really cares about people. I found Christ at 
the Mission, and the Lord is now the central 
person in my life. I have a new image of 
myself. Before, I was alienated from my 

       From a life of addiction . . .
to an exciting journey with Jesus Christ

folks. Now I’m close to both parents. It 
wasn’t easy to come to the Mission, but  
I knew this is what I needed. For me, it 
was either death or prison. I don’t have 
the words to express my gratitude to God, 
the Mission and to a friend like you who 
give so much of your time and money to 
keep these doors open for someone like 
me. I can only say God bless you, and  
I hope you keep supporting the Mission.

 Your friend,

  AT has confirmed with client that image has model release. Initials: ___GDC___  Date: ___9-18___

“. . . one day the security camera 
caught my license plate. Next thing  
I knew I was doing time. Still,  
I kept using heroin.”

4

2115 Timber Way, Reno, NV 89513-5956  |  775-323-0386  |  www.rsgm.org

Tanner

Thank you for giving me a place where I could find the Lord
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During the holiday season the poor and the needy need to know how much you care

   I’ve finally discovered what I needed in life . . .
a relationship with the living God 

An Encouraging Word from Rick Redding

Dear Friend of Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission,

As we approach this holiday season, growing 

numbers of men and women are already streaming 

through the welcome doors of Reno-Sparks 

Gospel Mission. They are poor, alone, frightened, 

hungry and without a friend in the world until 

they meet our staff. In the past, those who come 

to us have passed through many doors — doors 

of homelessness, greed, alcohol, drugs and self-

abuse. But those doors provided trips to nowhere. 

However, when our friends come to the Mission, 

we offer them the opportunity to walk through 

another door — a narrow door that leads to a 

personal relationship with Jesus Christ. It is a 

door that leads to hope, new relationships and the 

rebuilding of burned bridges to families and loved ones.

We are always asking ourselves, what would Jesus do?

 For many, the atmosphere outside the Mission has been a war zone. 

But within these walls there is peace, respect and consideration for one 

another. In our recovery program, it is not like two wrestlers vying for 

power. It’s not a struggle. We never try to bring a person to the mat with 

strong-arm tactics. Instead, we are more like Dancing with the Stars. 

We glide together. We listen to one another. In kindness we ask, where 

do you want to go? How do you want to live your life from this point 

on? We don’t push. Nobody wins when that happens. In the process we 

continue to ask ourselves: what would Jesus do in this situation? And 

we have the opportunity to minister in this manner because of your 

generous, ongoing support. God bless you for who you are and what you 

do to make Christ known to so many – not only at the holiday season but 

throughout the year.

   Your servant,

   Rick Redding, Executive Director

“. . . within 
these walls 
there is peace, 

respect and 
consideration 

for one 
another.”

Our pledge to you is that all donations  
stay in Northern Nevada and are used to 
help the hungry, homeless, addicted and 
abused in our area.

The need is great. In 2014 alone, we will 
serve nearly 400,000 meals and provide 
55,000 beds for emergency shelter! 
Thousands of others received free clothing 
or groceries. Another 100+ people are 
working on their addictions in our year-long 
recovery program.

And your gift ensures that no one is ever 
turned away from the hope they find at  
the Mission.

How can you give?

•  Cash/check/credit card donations 
Please note that transactions must be 
received by December 31 to count for 2014.

•  Personal property 
Items such as cars, jewelry, coins, 
household appliances, furniture, etc. All 
items are sold in our thrift stores and used 
to help the needy.

•  Real estate/stocks/life insurance/
bequests 
Contact your financial advisor to see how 
you can give gifts that keep on giving for 
years. If you do not have an advisor, the 
Mission recommends Chris Abts of 
Cornerstone Retirement in Reno at  
775-853-9033.

We safeguard your faith and trust in us. All 
donations are treated with confidentiality. 
We do not sell, lend or otherwise share your 
information with any other agency.

Thank you for considering the Reno-Sparks 
Gospel Mission. Your donations make a 
difference!

God Bless and Happy New Year!

There’s still time to make 
your 2014 tax deductible 
gift to the Mission! 

During this joyous holiday season, you once again have the opportunity 
to help Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission keep the doors of opportunity 
open to those in need — people who are homeless, who have had 

little or no food to eat, who have no real friends, who are sick and who hold 
little hope of a future. For most, a happy Christmas is little more than a 
dream. The good news is, your gift today helps make this dream a reality for 
those who come to the Mission. And as a faithful supporter of this ministry 
of rescue, you already know the joy you give to others always comes back 
to you.

Thank you for being a special friend to those in need

Because you continue to show compassion for the physical and spiritual 
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needs of so many, those who come through our doors during the long 
holiday season are enjoying bountiful meals, safe shelter, counseling 
and other expressions of God’s love, all given with hearts eager to serve. 
Right now, to show your tangible concern for the homeless during 
this time of year, we invite you to use the remit slip enclosed to send 
your gift of any amount. Also feel free to make your donation on our 
secure website, www.rsgm.org. God bless you for helping us share the 
message of the birth of Jesus with our friends, and how a commitment 
to the Savior promises to bring peace and joy to their lives.

I even played piano for the youth group. 
But I turned my back on God, and the 
results speak for themselves. It’s a 
terrible thing to go your own way and 
try to leave Jesus in the dust. I praise  

God I now know who I am and I know 
who holds my future. I used to be 
miserable and simply hoped I would 
die. Today I am happy and grateful to 
be alive. Thank you for your friendship 
and support of this place of rescue.

Sincerely,

My name is Cheri. In some ways, 
I suppose I had it all. I’ve  
driven Jaguars and I’ve lived  

in mansions. But for 30 years, and 
hundreds of thousands of dollars later, 
alcohol was my god — and my downfall. 
All my life, I felt like a failure. I had  
a great family, but I always felt my 
sisters were better than I was. I was 
forever the runner-up. Always afraid to 
try for the brass ring. Then, six years 
ago my sisters packed up my house in 
Alabama and brought me to Reno. I got 
a job here in town as a secretary, but I 
was fired for being drunk at work. Only 
after I had been in a detox for three 
days did I learn about the Mission.

I’m grateful God led my steps to this 
place of rescue

Making my way to the door of Reno-
Sparks Gospel Mission is the best 
decision I ever made. Today my heart 
is filled with good, positive thoughts.  
No longer am I home drunk, isolated 
from the world. No longer do I feel 
worthless. I now hold my head high. I 
have a relationship with Jesus Christ. I 
believe in God, and I know He believes 
in me. And to think I grew up in the 
church. My family was probably in 
church more than the pastor was.  

During the holiday season the poor and the needy need to know how much you care

   I’ve finally discovered what I needed in life . . .
a relationship with the living God 

“. . . the joy you give to others always comes back to you.”

Walk A Mile 
In My Shoes

Cheri

Your support of this Mission has 
helped save my life. Thank you 
for being so kind.

“ I used to be miserable and simply 
hoped I would die. Today I am 
happy and grateful to be alive.”
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It will be cold and possibly snowing,  
but plan on briskly walking with your 
neighbors to support the homeless and 
less fortunate in our community!

All are welcome — moms pushing strollers, 
families, college students, churches, local 
businesses, major industries, individuals 
and groups — to join together in “Walk A 
Mile In My Shoes” at 9 a.m. on Saturday, 
February 28. 

This caring community event will be held 
snow, rain or shine, with all proceeds 
helping the homeless, hungry and hurting 
in Northern Nevada. The walkers will 
experience life out on the street in 
February.

Starting at Wingfield Park in downtown 
Reno, we will walk to the Mission one mile 
away. The walkers will pass out hygiene 
kits and information to any homeless 
people they encounter along the way.

Our participation goal this year is for over 
500 walkers!  Special award for the largest 
group entry!

Entry fees: $30 for individuals, $25 per 
person for groups of 4 or more

For information or to register, call Tammie 
at 323-0386 ext. 16. You can also register 
through PayPal at www.rsgm.org.

WE HAVE A 
NEW WEBSITE! 

Check us out at: www.rsgm.org

  AT has confirmed with client that image has model releases. Initials: ___GDC___  Date: ___9-18___
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Please mail this completed form and return it with your generous holiday donation. Your gift is tax 
deductible as allowed by law. You may also give online at www.rsgm.org. You will receive a receipt.

Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission, Inc.
P.O. Box 5956
Reno, NV 89513-5956

ACCOUNT NO.   EXP. DATE 

NAME ON ACCOUNT  SIGNATURE

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE / ZIP

EMAIL ADDRESS

Here is my donation of: 
m $20.50 to provide 10 meals and other assistance
m $30.75 to provide 15 meals and other assistance
m $61.50 to provide 30 meals and other assistance
m  $______ to provide as many meals and as much  

care as possible

MY HOLIDAY GIFT
YES, Rick, you can count on 
me to help provide the homeless 
with food, clothing and safe shelter 
during the holiday season.
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There are many ways to give to the Mission, and one of most precious 
is volunteering your time to meet the Mission’s needs by creating your 
own event! Here are a few ways that local and out-of-state groups 
recently contributed to the mission of the Mission!

Our extraordinary volunteer fondly known as the “Book Lady” was one of the 
winners in the 2014 Governor’s Points of Light Awards.

A Mission volunteer for 11 years, Sandy won an all-expenses-paid trip to Las Vegas 
to be part of the Governor’s 150th Anniversary celebration and award ceremony.

SANDY BUCHANAN —  
GOVERNOR’S POINTS OF LIGHT WINNER

GET INVOLVED!

Mission chef Paul Parent teaches the new 
Culinary Arts Certification Course to Mission 
clients and graduates. This 24-week course 
teaches basic culinary skills for clients to 
translate into careers after graduation from 
the Mission.

Dice, Slice and Chop!

m Please bill my credit card: (please print)     m VISA  m MC


