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My name is Andrea. Three words sum 
up my condition when I first walked 
through the doors of Reno-Sparks 

Gospel Mission: I was lost. I was an addict. 
I was a con artist. I was using needles. And 
when I looked in a mirror I saw a monster. 
The reflection was grotesque. At one point 
I’d not eaten for two weeks. I came to the 
Mission from jail — and coming here was the 
best thing that has ever happened to me.

 I’ve never felt so much love and 
acceptance. I haven’t always appreciated 
the Mission’s rules and regulations, but I 
know they are for my own good. There are so 

many “best” things 
happening to me, 

but perhaps 
the most 

important 
is that God 
is helping 
me close 
the door 
on the 
shame and 
guilt I’ve 
felt for 

so long. 

From a life of drugs 
to a daily relationship with the One who is 

SAvING AND KEEpING ME

3

I have no fears for tomorrow. I’m no 
longer lying to my family . . . and I’m not 
worried about coming up dirty on my 
next drug test.

God’s armor gives me the  
protection I need each day
 In the past, I did everything in my 
own strength. But nothing ever worked. 
It’s only because I put on God’s armor of 
truth, faith, love, obedience and humility 
that I’m protected today. It feels great to 
fight the good fight, knowing Jesus has 
already given me victory in my life.
 Thank you for your incredible support 
of this Mission. If this place were not 
here for me, I don’t know what I would 

have done. This will be a special Easter 
for me, and I hope it will be a wonderful 
season for you as well. Thank you again 
for being there for me.

 Your grateful friend,

Your donations of time and money are 
helping me find my way home to Jesus. 
Thank you.

“When I looked in a mirror I 
saw a monster. The reflection 
was grotesque. At one point 
I’d not eaten for two weeks.” 

Andrea

EASTER ISSUE 2013



An Encouraging Word from Rick Redding

“ As we 
celebrate 
our 50th 
anniversary 
this year, I 
want to thank 
you for all 
you’ve done 
and continue 
to do to make 
Christ known 
to so many.”

Dear Friend of Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission, 

 It’s almost Easter . . . a time when our residents 

come face to face with the risen Lord in all His 

power. Those who come through our doors have been 

broken, assaulted, abused, drugged out . . . and  

many, like Andrea, have come to us straight from 

jail. Others, like Mick, are lost in a hopeless world 

of pills and gambling before they find the Mission. 

But for the first time, Andrea, Mick and hundreds 

of others now know there’s hope for today and for  

a better future.

Change, change, change . . . that’s what we are 

looking for
 That’s because there’s power in the empty 

tomb — and the transformation that takes place 

in people’s lives because of this power is nothing 

short of miraculous. And we want more than 

converts. We want to see a change in lifestyles. 

We want more than numbers. We want to see 

depth, growth and an ability to help others know this same Jesus who 

has done so much for them. We don’t want to hear someone shouting 

hallelujah in church on Sunday and see that person with a meth pipe 

in his or her mouth on Monday. This is a process, and it’s not an easy 

one. But with God’s help, a caring Mission and the support of a friend 

like you, the impossible suddenly becomes possible . . . and those once 

broken are slowly restored into the kinds of people God designed them 

to be.

 As we celebrate our 50th anniversary this year, I want to thank 

you for all you’ve done and continue to do to make Christ known to so 

many. May God keep you connected to the power of the empty tomb 

today and for the rest of your days.
 
    Your servant,

    Rick Redding, Executive Director
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Cold weather and a poor economy 
made for a busy holiday season as 
thousands of homeless and poor men, 
women and children came to the 
Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission for help. 

With your support, during the 
holidays we were able to:

 • Serve more than 37,000 hot 
  meals between Thanksgiving 
  and Christmas
 • Give away about 2,000 winter 
  jackets for adults and children, 
  along with hundreds of blankets,
  gloves, scarves, hats and other 
  accessories
 • Reach out to 200 low-income 
  families with full turkey meals 
  and Christmas trees as part of 
  our annual “Random Acts of 
  Kindness” event
 • Provide over 5,000 clean beds 
  for shelter

For the entire 2012 year, it looks like 
we’ll set a Mission record for meals 
with about 375,000 served. Another 
55,000 beds were available for shelter 
or addiction recovery services.

Every day, we see miracles: Broken 
families mended. Addicts healed. The 
lost found.

And it’s only made possible by our 
generous donors who give so we 
can be there for our area’s homeless, 
hungry, hurting and addicted.

For 50 years, 
you’ve made a difference!

Holiday Wrap-up

Thank you for helping us share the message of the empty tomb with so many who’ve lost their way
The good news of Christ’s resurrection is this: Because He is risen, it’s not 
only possible, it’s a written guarantee that through Christ, “. . . old things are 
passed away; behold all things are become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17). This is 
the heart change we see every day at the Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission. And 
heart change happens because you continue to provide us with the physical 
and spiritual tools to minister to those who come through our doors.

 We’re profoundly grateful to you for your role in helping us share God’s 
message of healing and hope with so many who’ve lost their way. Because 
of your kindness, our doors remain open to any and all who need what the 
Mission has to offer. Thank you for standing with us during the past holiday 
months by providing wholesome food, safe shelter and the opportunity for  

“heart change happens because you continue to provide us with the physical and spiritual tools to minister to those who come through our doors.”
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so many to hear God’s Word. As a result, desperate men and women found 
rest for their weary souls.

Thank you for investing in the lives of those in need
Now we come to you again at this special Easter season, asking you to 
consider yet another investment in the lives of men and women in great 
need — people like Mick and Andrea. To keep reaching out to our friends 
and neighbors, please use the remit slip in this newsletter and mail it to us 
today, along with your generous Easter gift. Or you may make your donation 
on our secure website at www.rsgm.org. Thank you for being a friend to the 
homeless during the Easter season and throughout the year. 

I’d beat the casino — like when I won 
$27,200 at roulette. But then there 
was the time I put my whole $8,000 
paycheck on black. I lost . . . and  

that was depressing . . . and I was 
back to sleeping in the park. 

 My life was no life . . . until I 
decided to follow Jesus. At one 
point, my end game was to kick 
some homeless guy in the head and 
go to jail for the rest of my life. 
Some strategy for living, wasn’t 
it? Now when I see a person down 
on his luck, needing food, clothing 
or shelter, I reach out to that man 
or woman with compassion that 
could only come from God, who 
is softening my heart. I’m also 
grateful for someone like you who 
cares about someone like me. 
 
 Sincerely,

My name is Mick. My life has been 
so bogged down with sin and 
shame I still feel dirty . . . and 

sometimes I feel I’ll never get clean. But 
deep in my heart I know it’s not true. 
That’s because I now serve a risen Lord 
and a forgiving heavenly Father. My job 
is simply to accept that truth for my life. 
When I came to the Mission, I didn’t 
believe in God. I was determined to 
disprove His existence. I wasn’t going to 
succumb to the God thing. But the more 
I checked God out, the more the whole 
thing made sense. Hey, my past life 
hadn’t worked out so well for me . . . so 
why not try God?

I had no life until I met Jesus
 Before I came 

to the Mission, 
you would 
have found 
me addicted 
to pills, 
hanging out 
in a casino, 
or sleeping on 
a park bench 
after a major 
loss. At times 

“ Then there was the time 
I put my whole $8,000 
paycheck on black.  
I lost . . . and that  
was depressing . . . ”

I found God . . . and He is 
transforming my life. Thank you 
for your part in my recovery.

Mick

WAlK A  
MIlE 2013
Join us for the fourth  
annual “Walk a Mile in 
My Shoes” set for 9 a.m. 
Saturday, February 23, at 
Wingfield Park in  
downtown Reno.

Last year, about 500 
families, individuals, church 
groups and co-workers 
supported the event, 
which is designed to raise 
awareness of the plight 
of our area’s homeless by 
walking the same streets 
they call home.

During the mile-long 
walk from the park to the 
Mission, marchers will 
have the opportunity to 
pass out needed hygiene 
supplies and information 
to those they encounter. 
At the Mission, participants 
will get a first-hand look 
at operations before 
heading back to the park 
for refreshments and 
entertainment.

Registration is $30 per 
person or $25 per person 
for groups of four or more. 
All proceeds directly help 
the homeless and needy in 
Northern Nevada.

Register by February 15 to 
be eligible for one of several 
dinners for two we’ll give 
away!

To register, call 775-323-0386 
ext. 16 or download a form at 
www.rsgm.org and click the 
link to “Latest News.”

Thank you for helping us share the message of the empty tomb with so many who’ve lost their way

“heart change happens because you continue to provide us with the physical and spiritual tools to minister to those who come through our doors.”

Pills, a roulette wheel, and a park bench:

WHAT A WAY TO lIvE
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Please mail this completed form and return it with your generous Easter donation. Your gift is tax 
deductible as allowed by law. You may also give online at www.rsgm.org. You will receive a receipt.

Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission, Inc.
P.O. Box 5956
Reno, NV 89513-5956

ACCOUNT NO.   EXP. DATE 

NAME ON ACCOUNT  SIGNATURE

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE / ZIP

EMAIL ADDRESS

m $20.50 to provide 10 meals and other assistance
m $30.75 to provide 15 meals and other assistance
m $61.50 to provide 30 meals and other assistance
m  $______ to provide as many meals and as much  

care as possible

MY EASTER GIFT
YES, Rick . . . you can rely on my 
continued support for this ministry of 
rescue during this Easter season. Here 
is my donation of:

m Please bill my credit card: (please print)     m VISA  m MC

RM_43-0260_B03RE Pre-Print Specs
13NADNLB RM Feb 2013 – B03RE Reno-Sparks Newsletter
Element:  NEWSLETTER – Page 4
Form Size:  17 x 11”  Folds to: 8.5 x 11”  then to: 8.5 x 3.625”
Inks:  PMS 2602, Black Stock:  60# White Offset
Final Art #:  1 Date:  12/18/12
DO NOT PRINT RGB KEYLINES OR TYPE

Creating a sea of red, white and 
blue, more than 125 Mission 
staff and friends took to the 

streets during Reno’s Veterans Day 
Parade in support of those who 
fought for our country and now need 
our help in their time of crisis.

The Mission served about 1,100 hot 
turkey dinners on Thanksgiving 
Day to the homeless, needy 

and low-income residents at two 
area senior citizen homes. Staff and 

volunteers also 
gave away more 
than 350 winter 
coats to those in 
need.

SpECIAl EvENTS IN pICTuRES

Twenty-one men and women told 
the world they now follow Jesus 
during a recent baptism at the 

Mission’s Journey Church! Four of 
those were parents 
who vowed to raise 
their children to love 
God. More than 150 
family and friends 
came to the event.

More than 550 homeless and poor men, 
women and children received bags of 
goodies during our “Street Treats” 

event at the homeless campus. Groups from 
the Mission, Volunteers of America, AT&T, 
Young Life and more gave away hygiene 

items, 
blankets, 
warm 
clothing, food and candy. 
Kids were treated to a 
special game area. 

Baptism

Street Treats

Reno’s veteran’s Day parade

Thanksgiving 2012


