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THE CROSSING
RENO-SPARKS GOSPEL MISSION, INC

Sharing and Caring in Northern Nevada since 1963

m $20.50 to provide 10 meals and other assistance
m $30.75 to provide 15 meals and other assistance
m $61.50 to provide 30 meals and other assistance
m  $______ to provide as many meals and as much  

care as possible

facebook.com/renomission
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My name is Brittany. My father is a 
police officer in Reno. One of the most 
difficult days of his life was when 

he had to put me behind bars. When I went 
to jail, I was 75 pounds. Nothing but skin 
and bones. I felt so dirty. I thought being a 
junkie was what life was all about. If there 
was a drug available, I’d take it — from coke 
to heroin to meth to bath salts. Partying was 
more important to me than anything else 
in my life. I was homeless for eight months, 

and I lived with men 
in different motels. 

I hung out with 
felons and 
prostitutes 
and did all the 
things I said 
I would never 
do. If anyone 
needed a 
savior, it was 
Brittany. 

     I was once blind . . . 
and now I can see

3

My whole life is being transformed
 That’s why I’m glad God directed me 
to Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission. I never 
thought I’d turn my life around. But 
because of the Mission, my counselors and 
you who make this Mission possible, my life 
is completely different. God is changing me 
from the inside out. I now have a life worth 
living. I want to go to college to study either 
nursing or X-ray technology. I can hardly 
believe how much God has moved me in so 
many new directions.

 I want to say one more word about how 
much I appreciate you. You may think your 
donation just goes to buy food or to give me 
a bed. Yes it does that, and I’m grateful. But 
you give so much more. You’re providing 
for me an environment of hope for a better 
life. I will never be able to thank you 
enough for your kind heart. You helped me 
when I was blind . . . and now I want you to 
know I can see.

 A grateful friend,

The Mission is turning 50. We’d like to hear from you! (see page 4 for details)

Thank you for giving me a second chance . . . 
you are helping to save my life

Brittany

“ I hung out with felons and 
prostitutes and did all the 
things I said I would never 
do. If anyone needed a 
savior, it was Brittany.”
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Oswald Chambers perhaps said it best: The 
remarkable thing about fearing God is that 
when you fear God, you fear nothing else,   

 whereas if you do not fear God, you fear everything 
else. This is an enduring truth because God 

incarnate is the end of fear . . . and the 
heart that places a risen Lord at the 
center of his or her life will be quiet 
and serene in the midst of the storm.

 We all have fear. Anxiety. 
Apprehension. Demons that often 

You have reached out to so many during the past months . . .  
and now we come to you again . . . on behalf of those who need rescue

An Encouraging Word from Rick Redding

“ Many think 
homeless 
people are 
bums, lazy and 
worthless. That’s 
unfortunate. 
Because, in most 
cases, they’ve 
simply lost  
their way.”

As we anticipate celebrating our 50th 

anniversary next year, we thank God for 

how He has worked in thousands of hearts 

throughout the years. The lives of so many of our 

residents have been in shambles. Addictions have all 

but destroyed them. Wrong choices have put them 

on the streets or behind bars. But when they spend 

time with us, they soon become different people. 

The men become absolute gentlemen. Our women 

treat others with kindness and respect.

 Many think homeless people are bums, lazy 

and worthless. That’s unfortunate. Because, in 

most cases, they’ve simply lost their way . . . and 

whether they realize it or not, they need a savior 

who loves them, cares for them and who seeks 

them out just as the shepherd searched for and 

found that one lost sheep.

Come and pay us a visit . . . see the results 

of your investment in people’s lives

 Well, we have the privilege of receiving people others have rejected. 

We love them . . . listen to them, and share God’s Word with them. In the 

process, we give them the opportunity to choose a new way to live.

 Thank you for giving us the resources and the tools to make all this 

happen. Thank you for believing in what God is doing at Reno-Sparks 

Gospel Mission. If you haven’t paid us a visit for a while, give us a call 

and we’ll take a tour. I think you’ll walk away saying, “I never knew my 

donation was doing so much good.” God bless you this Thanksgiving 

season . . . and thank you in advance for your continued investment in 

so many lives.

   Your servant,

   Rick Redding, Executive Director

perplex us. And it’s no different for those who come 
through the doors of Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission. For 
many of our guests there is the fear of living on the 
street . . . of not knowing where their next meal will 
come from . . . a fear of the unknown . . . and a fear of 
never again being known.

The Mission relies on the compassion  
of friends like you

That’s why your compassionate response to those 
in need is so vital. You bring hope to joyless souls. You 

Reno-Sparks Gospel 
Mission Appliance 
Donations

The Mission is seeking donations 
of furniture, electronics and 
large appliances and other items 

for help within the charity’s repair and 
training division.

Working and non-working appliances 
are used by a trained technician to 
teach Mission clients how to diagnose 
and repair refrigerators, washers and 
dryers, stoves, microwave ovens and 
other kitchen appliances.

Repaired and working appliances 
are then sold in the Mission’s Thrift 
Depot thrift stores to raise money 
to help the homeless and addicted. 
Irreparable items are recycled or used 
for spare parts.

Donations are tax deductible. To 
donate or arrange free pickup, please 
call the Mission at (775) 323-7999.

Volunteers
The holidays are coming!
Volunteer opportunities for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas day 
dinners tend to fill early, so if you are 
interested please call us today to get 
your spot!

Call Tammie Follett at 323-0386 ext. 
16 for more information.



My name is Larry. Okay, I wasn’t a 
fall-down drunk, but I was still a 
drunk. I wanted to get sober, but 

I didn’t know how to go about it. There 
were times when I just gave up. I was 
a roofer for 25 years, and I worked in a 
machine shop for eight. So I knew how 
to work. It was just this love for alcohol 
that kept setting me back.
 Then I walked through the doors 
of Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission. That 

was the day that turned my life around. 
This place is wonderful. I’m a forklift 
operator, and I work in our pantry. 
Every day, we feed hundreds of hungry 
people. But I hate it when I see people 
who get their social security checks, go 
to the casino, and three days later are 
broke and back on the streets. But that’s 
why the Mission is here: to tell people 
like me there’s another way to live — 
God’s way. And as far as I’m concerned, 
God’s way is the only way.

I don’t have the words to express 
my thanks to you
 I thank God for the kindness of 
our staff . . . and for your generosity. 

“I wonder if you realize just 
how important you are to my 
sobriety and well-being.”
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You have reached out to so many during the past months . . .  
and now we come to you again . . . on behalf of those who need rescue

3

perplex us. And it’s no different for those who come 
through the doors of Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission. For 
many of our guests there is the fear of living on the 
street . . . of not knowing where their next meal will 
come from . . . a fear of the unknown . . . and a fear of 
never again being known.

The Mission relies on the compassion  
of friends like you

That’s why your compassionate response to those 
in need is so vital. You bring hope to joyless souls. You 

“ For many of our 
guests there is the 
fear of living on 
the street . . . of 
not knowing where 
their next meal will 
come from . . .”

comfort those who have lost family and friends. With 
God as your strength, you help our residents take their 
eyes off their own issues and allow them to focus their 
attention on a God of rescue.

Now, at this Thanksgiving season, we are especially 
grateful for your ongoing support of the Mission. To 
give a generous donation today, please use the remit 
slip enclosed or you can make your donation online at 
www.rsgm.org. God bless you for being a Thanksgiving 
friend to people who need to know someone cares. 

   My life was in shambles . . .  
until I asked a loving God to take 

control of my life
I wonder if you realize just how 
important you are to my sobriety and 
well-being. I don’t have the words to 
express my gratitude to you . . . so I’ll 
just say thank you.
 Today, I’m sober and I have a 
purpose for my life. My main goal 
right now is to get back with my family. 
I’m on the right path, finally, and I’d 
appreciate your prayers that I stay on 
that path and continue to do the right 
thing. I don’t know where I’d be today 
without Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission. 
Thank you for giving me the tools to 
make something of my life.
   Sincerely, 

The third 
annual “Street 
Treats” event 
is around the 
corner, and 
organizers are looking for 
hygiene items, candy and bold 
volunteers willing to dress up in 
costume to help the homeless.

The event is scheduled from  
3 to 5 p.m., Sunday, Oct. 28.
The Mission is asking for 
volunteer groups or businesses 
to sponsor a vehicle and collect 
items to give away. Items include 
basic hygiene necessities such 
as travel-size toothpaste, 
toothbrush, soap, washcloth, 
tweezers, nail clippers, lip balm, 
bandages and the like.

This year, the event will feature 
candy and goodies for children 
from the family shelter and the 
weekly motels. “We’ve noticed 
more little kids coming in 
costumes,” said Rick Redding, 
Mission Executive Director.

“It was something we really 
hadn’t anticipated, and it broke 
all of our hearts last year when 
we didn’t have any candy to 
give them. We’re going to make 
up for it this time.”

If you would like to know more 
about “Street Treats” or to 
donate items, please contact 
Tammie Follett at 323-0386 ext. 
16 or at tammieb@rsgm.org

Street 
Treats

Larry

You are helping me discover a 
new way to live. For that, I will 
always be grateful. Thank you.
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THE CROSSING
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Please mail this completed form and return it with your generous Thanksgiving donation. Your gift is 
tax deductible as allowed by law. You may also give online at www.rsgm.org. You will receive a receipt.

Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission, Inc.
P.O. Box 5956
Reno, NV 89513-5956

ACCOUNT NO.   EXP. DATE 

NAME ON ACCOUNT  SIGNATURE

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE / ZIP

EMAIL ADDRESS

m $20.50 to provide 10 meals and other assistance
m $30.75 to provide 15 meals and other assistance
m $61.50 to provide 30 meals and other assistance
m  $______ to provide as many meals and as much  

care as possible

Here’s my donation of:

My Thanksgiving Gift
YES, Rick, it’s a privilege 
to continue to be a part of this 
ministry of rescue.
m Please bill my credit card: (please print) 
m VISA  m MC
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The Reno-Sparks Gospel 
Mission is gearing up to 
celebrate 50 years of 

serving the homeless, needy, 
abused and addicted in Northern 
Nevada.

Founded in 1963, 
the Mission has 
served 8 million 
meals while housing 
nearly 2 million men 
and women in safe, 
clean shelters. From 
addiction recovery to 
emergency shelter, from hot meals 
to clean clothes, the Mission has 
impacted hundreds of thousands 
of unique individuals and families.

“It’s a big deal,” Rick Redding, 
Executive Director, said of the 
anniversary. “I think the greatest 
successes of the Mission are that 
we’ve remained true to the Gospel 
and we’ve adapted to meet the 

Graduation
More than  
200 family  
and friends 
celebrated nine 
graduates of  
the Mission’s 
long-term 
recovery 
program  
during summer 
ceremonies at 
the Bridge 
Church in Reno.

To graduate, clients must pass 
11 classes during a 13-month 
period. Each phase of classes 
explores different areas of 
recovery, from working the 12 
Steps to finding a purpose and 
passion to maturing in the 
Christian faith.

Clients also learn how to 
successfully integrate back into 
society through restored 
relationships, job training, 
credit repair, computer classes 
and much more.

To learn more, visit  
www.rsgm.org
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needs of the community. 

“This isn’t the same Mission 
it was in 1963. It couldn’t stay 
the same because the demands 
have changed. There is no way 

the founders could 
have imagined the 
issues we face 
today, with meth 
addiction, more 
homeless women 
and families and a 
younger population 
all around.”

The Mission will 
commemorate the anniversary 
with a series of events planned 
in 2013, and has unveiled a new 
logo and website (www.rsgm.
org). Staff is also working on a 
sequel to Miracles in Sin City, 
written by Howard Cooper, one 
of the Mission’s early leaders 
and driving forces.

We’d love to hear 
from you if you have 
pictures or stories to 
share about the 
Mission. Please visit 
us at www.rsgm.org.


