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RENO-SPARKS GOSPEL MISSION, INC

Sharing and Caring in Northern Nevada since 1963

m $20.50 to provide 10 meals and other assistance
m $30.75 to provide 15 meals and other assistance
m $61.50 to provide 30 meals and other assistance
m   $______ to provide as many meals and as much  

care as possible

facebook.com/renomission

c h a n g i n g  l i v e s

Ashley
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My name is Ashley. When I wake up 
each morning, I now know I haven’t 
been running from the cops the 

night before. I’m not coming off a drug 
high. I’m not in jail — and I’m not sitting 
in isolation in the hole in jail. I’m not using 
meth to detox from heroin. I’m not hurting 
myself and my son. And I’m not spending  
my holidays behind bars. Today I’m at  
Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission. I’m clean, 
sober and developing a positive outlook on 
life. Perhaps you can see why the Mission 
means so much to me. 

 If I had not asked the judge to send me 
here, I probably would have relapsed. 
And who knows what would have 
happened to me then? I used to 
enjoy my drugs. But there came 
a point when the pain just would 
not go away. It took sitting in that 
jail — and getting caught with 
sneaking drugs into my cell —  

to give me my wake up call. That’s when  
I really knew I needed help. But little did  
I know how much love I’d receive here  
at the Mission.

I’ve spent so many holidays behind bars

This Mission is a work of God, and 
because of the Mission’s influence on my 
life I’m allowing God to work in my life. 
Everyone here glorifies our heavenly 
Father with his or her service. And as I sort 
clothing each day for men in the Mission’s 
program, I realize how much your donations 
of money and goods help keep hope alive for 

so many. I’ve spent so many holidays in 
jail. But this Easter it’s going to 

be a different story. I have 
a new life . . . and when 

Resurrection Day comes, 
I will continue to be 
clean and sober.

God bless you and 
thank you,

This Easter I will not be in jail . . . 
and with God’s help I’ll continue 

to be clean and sober.

“Thank you for being  
a positive part of  

my life . . . I’ll always 
be grateful to you for 

your compassion.”
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Because you care . . . 
there’s one less alcoholic stumbling along 

the streets of Reno-Sparks.

Walk a Mile

Join us for the third annual “Walk  
a Mile in My Shoes,” set for 9 a.m. 
Saturday, February 25th in  

Wingfield Park in downtown Reno.

Hundreds of families, individuals, 
church groups and co-workers are drawn  
to the event, which brings awareness to  
the plight of our area’s homeless by 
marching the streets they call home. 

During the mile-long walk from  
the park to the Mission, marchers will have 
the opportunity to pass out needed hygiene 
supplies and information to those they 
encounter. 

At the Mission, participants will get a 
first-hand look at operations before heading 
back to the park for refreshments and 
entertainment.

Registration is $30 per person or  
$25 per person for groups of four or more. 
All proceeds directly help the homeless  
and needy in Northern Nevada. Register by 
Feb. 20 to be eligible for one of several 
dinners for two we’ll give away!

To register, call 775-323-0386 ext. 16, or 
download a form by visiting www.rsgm.org 
and clicking the link to “Latest News.”
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We at Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission are grateful 
for your generous spirit of giving. You are 
a vital member of our family of Mission 

supporters, and we want to begin the Easter season 
by encouraging you to stand alongside us once again 
as we share God’s good news with our residents, 
friends and neighbors.

Many who come through our doors feel they’re at 
the end of the line. But then they sit down to one of 
our tables and share their stories with a new friend. 

They eat a nutritious meal. They soon begin to 

The poorest of the poor, the homeless and the lost
. . . thank you for giving them a second chance at the beginning of the Easter season.

An Encouraging Word from Rick Redding

“ Where there 
was once death 

and despair, 
there is now 
hope for today 
and for a better 

tomorrow.” 

Dear Friend of Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission,

Good news . . . spring is just around 

the corner . . . and we finally can say 

farewell to the cold, snowy days of 

winter. Just as you and I look forward to 

warmer days ahead, so do our Mission guests. 

But for our friends, it’s not just the physical 

winter that’s made life unbearable for them. 

For most, it’s also been a winter of discontent 

for their weary spirits. 

 Most who come through our doors have 

believed their despair would never end. 

Many have lived their lives scared, lost and 

despondent of life itself. And then something 

wonderful happens when they join us. They 

begin to see the light and life of Christ shine 

a gentle ray of hope on their winter of emotional darkness. 

They begin to feel alive as they are embraced by staff and new 

friends without judgment. 

From death to life . . . from despair to hope

And this is what new life with our resurrected Lord is all 

about. Where there was once death and despair, there is now 

hope for today and for a better tomorrow. And we can share 

this message of encouragement because you continue to stand 

alongside us with your generous donations and acts of Christian 

service. The only reason we can touch so many lives is because 

you give us that opportunity. You bless so many through your 

gifts. Thank you for providing hope in a resurrected Christ who 

lives and forgives. Our entire Mission staff wishes you and your 

loved ones a blessed Easter.

   Your servant,

   Rick Redding, Executive Director

catch a sense of the love that pervades this 
place of refuge. These events are often the 
first steps toward discovering a better way to 
live — and of becoming the people God wants 
them to be.

Love usually wins the day
In the end, love usually wins the hearts of 

our guests. If not on their first visit, perhaps 
the second, third . . . or however many times 
it may take to choose a new direction in their 
lives. That’s why we encourage you to help 



Because you care . . . 
there’s one less alcoholic stumbling along 

the streets of Reno-Sparks.
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created me to be. He wants me to  
be loving, kind, accepting and one 
who sows seeds of love. I also know 
with the economy as it is, you may  
be giving through your own pain. 
The very thought of that blows me 
away. How kind is that? How loving 
is that? 
 Now it will soon be Easter, and 
I’m happy to say I will not be alone, 
drinking in some isolated place. I’ll 
be with Christian friends . . . and I’ll 
be reaching out to others in need. 
Thank you for being one of those 
people who is helping to change  
the life of another.  

I wish you and your family  
a blessed Easter,

The poorest of the poor, the homeless and the lost
. . . thank you for giving them a second chance at the beginning of the Easter season.

John

3

2011Holiday 
Wrap Up

As usual, the holiday season  
was a busy one for the staff and 
volunteers of Reno-Sparks 
Gospel Mission!

Among the highlights:

  More than 35,000 hot meals 
served between Thanksgiving 
and Christmas

  About 1,500 jackets (including 
1,000 new ones) given to 
adults and children

  300 families received full 
turkey meals and sides as  
part of the Mission’s “Random 
Acts of Kindness” events

  Hundreds of blankets,  
gloves, scarves, hats and  
other accessories given  
to the poor and homeless

  About 5,000 clean beds 
provided for shelter

Each year, the demand for  
our services seems to mount. 
And each year, our donors 
generously give so we can be 
there for our area’s homeless, 
hungry, hurting and addicted.

YOU make it all possible!  
Thank You!

 “ In the end, love usually 
wins the hearts of our 
guests. If not on their 
first visit, perhaps the 
second, third . . . or 
however many times  
it may take . . . ”

us keep hope alive in the hearts of so many who 
are homeless, who suffer from addictions, or those 
who simply need a place to allow God to put their 
shattered lives back together.

To continue to touch the lives of so  
many in need, please complete the enclosed  
remit slip and mail it to us today. You may  
also donate online at www.rsgm.org.  
Thank you for your ongoing support of  
the Mission during the Easter season  
and throughout the year.

My name is John. Because you 
reached out to me, there’s 
one less drunken person 

stumbling along the streets of Reno-
Sparks. There’s one less man who 
would wake up shaking, knocking 
down three beers, vomiting, and 
then starting all over again. There’s 
one less person drinking a gallon 
of whiskey a day to the point of 
passing out. And that one less person 
is me. God bless you for donating 
your money and your many acts of 
compassion. Thank you for hanging 
in there with me until I got the 
message — God’s message of love 
and acceptance. The Mission means 
the world to me. Here I’ve rekindled 
my faith in Jesus Christ. I love our 
classes, and I am excited to see how 
my heavenly Father keeps working 
in my life. If I didn’t believe in 
miracles before, I do now — because 
my change of heart and transformed 
attitude are miracles. 

Thank you for giving through 
your own pain
 I want you to know you are 
helping me become the person God 

“Thank you for 
helping me find a 
new direction for

 my life.”



About 500 homeless and hurting men, women and 
children came out to the Mission’s second annual 

“Street Treats” event at Halloween. Mission staff 
and volunteers donned 
costumes and decorated 
cars as they passed out 
needed hygiene supplies 
and other necessities  
(even some goodies!)  
to our area’s poor.

THE CROSSING

RM_42-0270_B03RE

Please mail this completed form and return it with your generous Easter donation. Your gift is tax 
deductible as allowed by law. You may also give online at www.rsgm.org. You will receive a receipt. 

Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission, Inc.
P.O. Box 5956
Reno, NV 89513-5956

ACCOUNT NO.   EXP. DATE 

NAME ON ACCOUNT  SIGNATURE

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE / ZIP

EMAIL ADDRESS

m $20.50 to provide 10 meals and other assistance
m $30.75 to provide 15 meals and other assistance
m $61.50 to provide 30 meals and other assistance
m   $______ to provide as many meals and as much  

care as possible

Here’s my gift of:

Easter Meal Ticket
YES, Rick, it’s a privilege to 
play a role in the life-changing work 
of Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission. 
m Please bill my credit card: (please print) 
m VISA  m MC

Special Events in Pictures
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More than 100 Mission staff members 
and friends took to the streets during 

Reno’s Veteran’s Day Parade in support of 
those who fought for our country and now 
need our help in their time of crisis.

Jackets for Winter
Using donations from the 

national campaign One Warm Coat, 
the Mission gave 600 jackets to the 
students at Rita Cannan Elementary 
School in one of the poorest areas 
of Reno. Another 100 jackets were 
given to the Family Shelter for  
homeless children.

Cannan principal Melissa 
Thoroughman wrote to the Mission, 
“Thank you from the bottom of my 
heart. I am thankful beyond words.”

One Warm Coat partners 
manufacturers and retailers across 
the country with local charities to 
distribute the jackets to children in 
need. The Mission has been part of 
the campaign for several years and 
has been able to provide nearly 3,000 
new jackets to children in Northern 
Nevada.

“It’s unconscionable that any 
child in our area should be without  
a warm coat,” said Rick Redding, 
Mission executive director. “We saw 
a need and we’re helping to fill it.  
A lot of people think the Mission is 
just for the homeless. We’re here  
for anybody in need.”

If you would like to give jackets 
or warm clothing to the Mission, 
please call (775) 323-7999.

The Mission’s Journey Church conducted 
its second-ever baptism in November, 

with 19 men and women celebrating their 
new life in Christ — and two mothers 
dedicating their parenting to raising their 
sons to love God. More than 100 family 
members and friends came to the event.


