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RENO-SPARKS GOSPEL MISSION, INC

Sharing and Caring in Northern Nevada since 1963

m $20.50 to provide 10 meals and other assistance
m $30.75 to provide 15 meals and other assistance
m $61.50 to provide 30 meals and other assistance
m  $______ to provide as many meals and as much  

care as possible

facebook.com/renomission
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My name is Kris. Reno-Sparks Gospel 
Mission means everything to me. This 
is where I’m seeing my relationship 

with God restored. My use of drugs ruined 
my life . . . a habit I started at 12 years of age. 
I started with marijuana, then graduated to 
cocaine and finally to meth. In the end, my 
drug use brought me to my knees.

 Perhaps you can see why the Mission 
means so much to me. I’m finally learning how 
to do things right. I’m learning how to treat 
people with respect, and not to use others for 
my own wrong purposes, as I’ve done in the 
past. It’s also great working with a staff that 
actually trusts me. I just want to be worthy of 
that trust as I work through so many issues  
in my life. 

Thank you for your generosity  
and kindness
 My job at the Mission is to pick up 
donations. So, in a way, I know who you are. 
You are one of those generous people who  
gives your money and goods to help us 
get closer to God and 
to become responsible 
citizens in our 
community. So I just 
want to say thank you 

From Hopelessness to Hope 
. . . from a life of drugs to new life in Christ

“I’m finally 
learning how to 
do things right.”

4

Kris

for your many acts of kindness. Without 
your ongoing support, there would be no 
Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission.

 Because so many people believe in 
me and my better future, I feel I have an 
obligation to them to do the right thing. 
That’s why I want to keep allowing the 
Lord to transform my heart and my spirit. 
Thank you again for your help.

 Your friend,

The Mission is turning 50. We’d like to hear from you! (see page 4 for details)
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The computer used to compose this message is 
powered by electricity. Even though we can’t see 
them, electrons continue to flow into the computer 

and then back out. In this simple example, electrical 
energy has value only when it flows in both directions. 
Think of the water that flows through the pipes in your 
house or apartment. You use that water for drinking, 
bathing, washing clothes and dishes. Then, unless things 
go terribly wrong, that water flows back out. So what is 
the message in this message? An abundant, fulfilling  
life involves both giving and receiving. 

Giving and Receiving . . . it’s always a two-way street

An Encouraging Word from Rick Redding

“ Thank you for 
your support and 
your generosity 
of Reno-Sparks 
Gospel Mission, 
even during 
these challenging 

economic times” 

Dear Friend of Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission,

 100 beds for addiction recovery. 100,000 

pieces of clothing given to the homeless each 

year. 350,000 meals served with love to the 

hungry over a 12-month period. Thank you for 

your support and your generosity, even during 

these challenging economic times.

I’ve walked with you . . . and I am homeless 

 Last month we did a “Walk a Mile” in 

our community, where we got up close and 

personal with the homeless in a one-mile 

radius. We gave them personal hygiene items 

along with words of hope and encouragement 

— and an invitation to come to us for help. 

Afterwards, 200 people who walked with us 

gathered at the Mission for a celebration. 

That’s when a woman who’d walked with us suddenly stood up. 

She said, “I’m homeless, and I bring my kids here to the Mission 

every night so they can eat something.” With tears streaming 

down her face she said, “This Mission is saving our lives every 

day.” Our surprise turned to tears . . . but tears of joy, knowing 

our combined efforts do make a difference in people’s lives. I 

know this woman felt blessed, perhaps as never before in her life.

Today, we see more mothers with children coming to the 

Mission. The plight of any homeless person touches me, but to see 

kids starving on our streets breaks my heart. We want to do more 

to help them . . . and we will, with your continued faithful, loving, 

loyal support. You are making a greater difference in people’s 

lives than you could ever imagine. God bless you for standing 

alongside us as we minister to the needy in Jesus’ name.

   Your servant,

   Rick Redding, Executive Director

When you give your hard-earned money to reach 
out to our neighbors in need . . . when you use your 
influence for good . . . and when you volunteer your  
time to help those who come to the Mission with 
physical and spiritual concerns, you give of yourself.  
And when you give, you also receive the joy and 
satisfaction that your act of kindness is providing 
someone with hope for one more day.

Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission relies 
on your friendship and ongoing 
support to help those in need

Christmas in July

Volunteers, presents and 
hygiene items are needed 
for our annual “Christmas in 

July” dinner beginning at 4 p.m., 
Wednesday, July 25, at the Mission 
(355 Record Street, in Reno).

The event — featuring a full-
costumed Santa Claus greeting 
guests — is a festive reminder 
that the homeless and poor need 
year-round services. More than 
500 men, women and children are 
expected to attend. 

The Mission will serve hot meals 
and will give away wrapped toys 
for children, and new clothing and 
hats to adults. Because of Reno’s 
harsh summers, we also need 
summer hygiene items (lip balm, 
sunblock, deodorant, toothbrush, 
toothpaste, etc.).

We need volunteers to help  
serve meals and pass out  
presents and clothing. 

Call Tammie at 775-323-0386, 
Ext. 16, to sign up today!
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Giving and Receiving . . . it’s always a two-way street
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 When you give, you 
also receive the joy 
and satisfaction that 
your act of kindness 
is providing someone 
with hope for one 
more day.

To give your donation today to help provide nourishing 
food, comfortable clothing, warm shelter and God’s love to 
those in need, please use the remit slip enclosed, or make 
your donation on our secure website, www.rsgm.org. Or     
     simply call us at 775-323-0386. Continue to know the joy    
               of giving by sharing part of yourself with others.     

  Thank you for your kindness and   
  generosity toward the needy in the  
  Reno-Sparks area during the summer  
  months and throughout the year.

My name is Rita. Satan tempts 
me to read yesterday’s paper 
— news that highlights all the 

sins of my past. My drug addiction, 
my time in jail for possession, and 
for doing things his way. But I’m no 
longer reading yesterday’s news — 
my information today comes from 
God’s Word. When I was in my mess I 
just couldn’t quit using drugs. In the 
beginning, it was exciting. But when I 
came down from my high, the shame 
and remorse overwhelmed me. I’m so 
grateful a loving God directed my path 
to Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission. This is 
where I’m getting to know God. This is 
where I’ve become sober.

Jesus hears my cry . . . He cares 
and He gives me strength
 I’m especially grateful for how 
much the staff cares about me. I’m not 
judged for what I’ve done in the past 
— and I don’t have the words to tell 
you how that feels. I love chapel, and 
the Bible is something I cannot live 
without. Whenever I’m tempted  
to revert to my old way of life,  
I simply call on Jesus’ Name.  

“Your friendship and 
support are keeping 

me safe and secure . . . 
something I’ve always 

wanted for my life.”

I’m finally becoming the person 
God has always wanted me to be 

. . . and I thank you and the Mission for giving me hope

It’s amazing how He hears my cry.  
He gives me the strength to carry on.
 If you know anyone who needs the 
services of the Mission, I hope you’ll 
tell them to come and see what God 
can do for them. Today, I’m at peace 
with God, knowing He has a better 
future for me. Thank you for your 
generous donations to the Mission. 
Without your kindheartedness,  
there’s no telling where I’d be today. 
 Your friend, Rita

The Mission is asking local 
residents to donate their 
unsold garage sale items to 
help with services for the poor 
and homeless. Just call us 
before or after your garage 
sale, tell us when you want 
us to come, and we’ll send a 
truck to pick up your items  
— and anything else you want 
to clear out of your garage!

We can use just about 
anything in working condition: 
TVs, stereos, refrigerators, 
washers/dryers, computers, 
electronics, clothing, 
furniture, and much more!

You’ll get a clutter-free 
garage, a tax receipt for your 
donation and peace of mind 
knowing that you helped the 
unfortunate in our area!

Call us at 775-323-7999 
(weekdays) or 775-379-9161 
(weekends), or email us 
at dispatch@rsgm.org to 
schedule your pickup!

Items collected by the Mission 
will be sold, and all proceeds 
provide direct assistance for  
the homeless and needy in  
our area.

We need 
your stuff!



THE CROSSING
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Please mail this completed form and return it with your generous summer donation. Your gift is tax 
deductible as allowed by law. You may also give online at www.rsgm.org. You will receive a receipt.

Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission, Inc.
P.O. Box 5956
Reno, NV 89513-5956

ACCOUNT NO.   EXP. DATE 

NAME ON ACCOUNT  SIGNATURE

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE / ZIP

EMAIL ADDRESS

m $20.50 to provide 10 meals and other assistance
m $30.75 to provide 15 meals and other assistance
m $61.50 to provide 30 meals and other assistance
m  $______ to provide as many meals and as much  

care as possible

Here’s my gift of:

My Summertime Gift
YES, Rick, you can count on my 
continued support of the Mission’s work 
among the needy in our community.
m Please bill my credit card: (please print) 
m VISA  m MC
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From Hopelessness to Hope 
. . . from a life of drugs to new life in Christ

“Walk a Mile in My Shoes” 2012

Arecord 450 people participated 
in this year’s “Walk a Mile in 
My Shoes” event held at 

Wingfield Park in downtown Reno.

Families, company teams, dog 
walkers, moms pushing strollers —  
all people who care — made the day a 
great success in support of services 

Thrift Stores
Visit us for great tax-free deals 
on new and like-new furniture, 
electronics, appliances, clothing  
and other great items! You never 
know what you’ll find! Plus, your 
support stays in this community  
to help others!

   Thrift Depot Kietzke 
630 Gentry Way (at Kietzke)  
Reno, 825-4424

   Thrift Depot Reno 
575 E. Fourth St. (at Elko)  
Reno, 786-4499

   Thrift Depot North Hills 
1075 North Hills Blvd.  
(Raley’s Shopping Center)  
Reno, 677-2266

   Thrift Depot Sparks 
640 Greenbrae Dr., #160 
(Greenbrae Shopping Center) 
Sparks, 331-5020

   Thrift Depot Prater 
1450 E. Prater Way  
(Hacienda Plaza Shopping Center) 
Sparks, 331-5528

   Thrift Depot Sun Valley 
5105 Sun Valley Blvd., Ste. 200  
(at First Avenue next to Dollar 
Loan Center)  
Sun Valley, 674-6444

All stores are open 9:30 a.m. to 6:30 
p.m. Monday through Saturday.

for our area’s homeless and needy. 

The event is designed to bring 
attention to the plight of the homeless 
during Reno’s often harsh winters. 
Walkers distributed information on 
services and hygiene kits to the 
homeless they encountered.

The participants almost doubled 
last year’s total of 250. 
“The response was 
incredible,” said Rick 
Redding, the Mission’s 
executive director. 
“People were excited 
about it. They loved 
the idea of marching 
together for those  
in need.” 

Thank you to all 
who supported “Walk  
a Mile.” See you on 
February 23, 2013!

The Mission is Turning 50!

As part of a yearlong celebration of changing lives since 
1963, we’d like you to share your memories of Reno-Sparks 
Gospel Mission with us. Please send your photos, comments 
and stories of how the Mission helped you or someone you 
know to: 

RSGM 50th Anniversary, P.O. Box 5956, Reno, NV 89513  
(please indicate if you want the item returned)


