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My name is Samantha. I was a meth 
addict for 10 years. I would wake  
up at 2 a.m. and start cleaning the 

house. And then I cleaned it some more. My 
addiction was like being on death row. It was 
the same thing day and night . . . meth, meth 
and more meth. I was paranoid about 
everything. I kept thinking someone was 
always at the door. Afraid. Always afraid.

 Then came my run-in with the law. After  
I violated probation, Judge Breen gave me  
a choice: prison or a 13-month program at 
Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission. I chose the 

Mission . . . and  
it’s the best 
decision I 
ever made.

I was a slave to meth . . . but I’m now becoming 
free through the power of Jesus Christ
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It’s now my turn to give back in gratitude 
for what’s been given to me
 I was once a wreck; now God is giving 

me control of my life. My purpose today  

is to live for God and no longer regard 

myself as the center of the universe.  

Now my only goal is be the person God 

wants me to be. I remember the day I saw 

a little lady walking around in pajamas. 

She had no shoes. She was confused and 

disoriented. I took my socks off and gave 

them to her. I then put $5.00 in her hand 

and walked her to the Mission, where  

I introduced her to our staff.

 I only tell you this because it’s now my 

business to reach out to others in need.  

I used to think only 

of myself, but no 

longer. I’m grateful 

for all God, the 

Mission and you 

are doing to bring 

me back to life . . . a life of service. In 

many ways, your donations are helping  

to save my life. I could have been dead. 

But I’m alive, and I look forward to every 

coming day.

  Gratefully,

I’m learning what it means  
to be a servant. It feels good 
to reach out to others in need.

“ I could have been dead. But 
I’m alive, and I look forward 
to every coming day.” 

Samantha
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If you agree with that, you might want 
to check out Journey Church at 10:30 
a.m. Sundays in Room 106 of the Ansari 
Business Building on the campus of the 
University of Nevada, Reno.

From our singing to our teaching, we’re 
all about Jesus. We believe He alone 
has the answers to life and He alone  
is worthy of our praise. 

Our purpose isn’t to be just “another 
church.” We’re about real people 
meeting the real Jesus.

Journey Church is a safe haven for 
those who have been hurt by life. We 
offer no gimmicks. No hidden agendas. 
Only Jesus.

Come join us. You’ll be glad you did!

Visit us at www.journeychurchreno.com 
and facebook.com/journeychurchreno.

Take the journey!

It’s all  
about Jesus
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An Encouraging Word from Rick Redding

“ Your involvement 
with us helps to 
create a positive 
environment for 
those who were 
once homeless, 
addicted or 
simply lost.”

Dear Friend of Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission, 

 When she came to the Mission with three kids  

in tow, we could have judged her as having little or 

no potential. But that’s not how we operate at Reno-

Sparks Gospel Mission. Instead of seeing people in 

a negative light, we view them as God’s children 

with unlimited, unrealized potential.

 The next morning, I received a call. “Rick, 

this is the most wonderful woman. Innocent and 

as polite as she can be.” Then the weekend came. 

Another call. “Rick, I don’t know what to do with 

this family. They’re outside taking out the trash 

and raking leaves and I can’t stop them. They’re 

that thankful to have a place to stay . . . to eat . . . 

and to be safe.”

Thank you for being a special friend

 This family is the definition of that unrealized potential. Mom and the 

kids now have an apartment . . . and friends in the community donated to 

us everything they needed to furnish their new place. The children are 

doing well in school and mom is now going to college. Some people need 

the Mission’s help long-term; others just need a reprieve from the storms 

in their lives.

 You are giving us the tools we need for this ministry of rescue. 

Your donations provide food, clothing, shelter, Christian counseling 

and so much more. Your involvement with us helps to create a positive 

environment for those who were once homeless, addicted or simply lost. 

I thank God for you and your continued support of the Mission during 

these critical summer months and throughout the year.

 Thank you for being one who cares.

    Your servant,

    Rick Redding, Executive Director
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Thank you for making yourself a blessing to someone in need today

Because of your caring and support, someone at Reno-Sparks Gospel 
Mission today is discovering there’s a better — and a new — way to live. 
Your goodness continues to pay great physical and spiritual dividends 

in the lives of those who come to our doors. Your concern helps our Mission 
guests realize they do matter after all . . . and your ongoing support assures 
our friends you will always be there during their time of need.

You bless a person who lives in a state of homelessness with your smile, a pat 
on the back, a financial donation of any amount or a word of encouragement. 
Every ounce of your compassion counts . . . because you never know when a 
single word of kindness helps pull someone back from the edge.

Those who come to us for assistance during troubled times may never meet you, but they will always remember your acts of kindness.
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We are grateful beyond words for your support

We’re all on a journey . . . and when you share your heart and abundance with 
weary travelers, you breathe new life into their spirits and help give them the 
courage to carry on. Everyone at the Mission is grateful to you for your many 
expressions of love.

To continue to make a difference in the lives of young and old this summer, 
may we encourage you to give yet another donation at this time? You may 
use the enclosed remit slip, or give your gift online at www.rsgm.org. Thank 
you for being our partner in caring for the poor and needy in Reno-Sparks 
during the summer months and throughout the year.

give me safe shelter, food and 
clothing. But more than that, your 
donations to Reno-Sparks Gospel 
Mission provide me with an 
environment where I can connect 
with God. Through your help, I’m 
beginning to realize the potential  
I didn’t know I had. That makes you  
a special friend, and I’m so grateful 
to you. Now I simply want to be 
obedient to Jesus and to live as his 
disciple. Thank you for helping me 
during my time of need.

With thanks, 

My name is Kyle. I was once  
an atheist at heart. Today, I 
believe in God and in his power 

to keep transforming my life. I simply 
ask . . . and I receive his blessings. This 
is all new to me. It’s not easy being a 
conqueror, but I know it’s worth the 
effort. In the past, my life revolved 
around drugs and living for myself. 
Today, I find great peace through my 
relationship with Jesus Christ — quite  
a statement for someone who didn’t 
even believe in the existence of God  
a few months ago.

 I once figured I’d be a mindless 
sponge because of my drug use.  
Hope was only a word — a word that 
was never in my vocabulary. But 
tonight I know I will sleep with the 
awareness that God loves me and 
that He has a purpose for my life. 
And when I wake tomorrow 
morning, I will look forward with 
thanks for the blessings I know  
will keep coming my way. 

God bless you for giving me a place 
to get my life back together

 I also want to say a word of 
thanks to you who give so much 
of your time and money to 
help someone like me. You 
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Thank you for your 
kindness and love to me.

Kyle
When the Mission received  
a donation of 3,000 cardboard 
boxes designed for carrying art,  
staff knew they had to get the 
boxes to those who could really 
use them.

So the Mission gave away every 
single Art Savers box to children 
at seven elementary schools, 
one church and the residents  
of a local senior citizens home.

“Our little ones will love this,” 
said Cindy Cook, administrative 
secretary for Sierra Vista 
Elementary. “They don’t get a 
lot, so these cases will be like 
Christmas for them.”

As 480 boxes were brought into 
the school hallway, Cook said all 
the younger student population 
would receive a portfolio box 
for storage and to decorate as 
an art project.

The Mission also gave boxes to 
the residents of Arbors Memory 
Care Community, who used 
them as their personalized 
memory boxes.

“The residents were thrilled,” 
said Rick Redding, Mission 
Executive Director. “We’re so 
glad we have a chance to bless 
others.

“I wondered what we were 
going to do with 3,000 boxes, 
but God knew exactly where  
he wanted them to go.”

Thank you for making yourself a blessing to someone in need today

Those who come to us for assistance during troubled times may never meet you, but they will always remember your acts of kindness.

God’s truth is penetrating my darkness . . . 

and that truth is setting me free
SaVE ThE DaTE!

On Saturday, October 19,  
we’ll celebrate the Mission’s  

50th anniversary with a special dinner 
and silent auction at the California 

Building in Idlewild Park, Reno.

More details coming soon on our 
website, www.rsgm.org.

art 
Boxes
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Please mail this completed form and return it with your generous summertime donation. Your gift is tax 
deductible as allowed by law. You may also give online at www.rsgm.org. You will receive a receipt.

Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission, Inc.
P.O. Box 5956
Reno, NV 89513-5956

ACCOUNT NO.   EXP. DATE 

NAME ON ACCOUNT  SIGNATURE

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE / ZIP

EMAIL ADDRESS

Here’s my gift of: 
m $20.50 to provide 10 meals and other assistance
m $30.75 to provide 15 meals and other assistance
m $61.50 to provide 30 meals and other assistance
m  $______ to provide as many meals and as much  

care as possible

MY SUMMERTIME GIFT
YES, Rick . . . you can rely on my 
enthusiastic support for the ministry 
of Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission. 

m Please bill my credit card: (please print)     m VISA  m MC
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Walk a MIlE In MY ShoES 2013

Chill winds were blowing and snowflakes were falling, but it 
was a perfect setting for the approximately 460 people of all 
ages who participated in the fourth annual “Walk a Mile in My 

Shoes” event through downtown Reno.

Families, couples, individuals and 
company groups all banded together 
to support services for the homeless 
and hungry, while getting a glimpse 
of street life as they walked through 
back streets on their way to the 
Mission. Walkers passed out hygiene 
kits to the needy along the way.

“Walkers have told us they want to 
be hands-on during the event,” said Rick Redding, Mission Executive 
Director. “They want to reach out and help someone in need.”

At the Mission, Walmart employees — who won the first “Golden 
Tennis Shoe Award” for having the most employees participate — 
gave away hundreds of new shoes, boots and socks to the homeless 
and those in need.

“We see what a difference the Reno-
Sparks Gospel Mission makes in the 
community, and we want to help out in 
whatever way we can,” Walmart Store 
Director Scott Yoder said of the 99 
employees who participated. 

The next “Walk a Mile” event is 
scheduled for Feb. 22, 2014. Event organizers hope to have more 
walkers, corporate sponsors and items to give away at the event.

If you or your company wants to become involved, please contact 
Tammie Follette at 775-323-0386, ext. 16.

Holiday lights, wrapped toys, new clothes 
and hot meals — all under the often 
scorching Northern Nevada sun.

It’s certainly not snowing in July, but many 
of our area’s homeless and needy still 
need basic necessities and services. That’s 
why the Mission is preparing for more than 
500 men, women and children to attend 
the annual “Christmas in July” dinner 
beginning at 4 p.m., Wednesday, July 25, 
at the Mission, 355 Record St. in Reno.

We need volunteers for this festive event 
to help serve meals and pass out gifts, 
hygiene items and clothing to uplift the 
hurting in our community. 

Call Tammie at 775-323-0386, ext. 16 
to sign up now before all the volunteer 
openings are taken!

Christmas is coming 
and here  

comes Santa! 
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