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Sharing and Caring in northern nevada since 1963

m $20.50 to provide 10 meals and other assistance
m $30.75 to provide 15 meals and other assistance
m $61.50 to provide 30 meals and other assistance
m   $______ to provide as many meals and care  

as possible

facebook.com/renomission

Thrift Stores

c h a n g i n g  l i v e s

RM_41-1190_B03RE Pre-Print Specs
11NADNLK RM Nov 2011 – B03RE Reno-Sparks Newsletter
Element:  NEWSLETTER – Cover
Form Size:  17 x 11”  Folds to: 8.5 x 11”  then to: 8.5 x 3.625”
Inks:  PMS 371, Black Stock:  60# White Offset
Final Art Round #: 4    Date:  10/5/11
DO NOT PRINT RGB KEYLINES OR TYPE

My name is Laura. By the age of 
13, I was an alcoholic. At 16, I 
was drinking and driving every 

day. All four of my grandparents died 
of alcoholism. I figured I had the gene, 
and that I’d suffer the same fate. As I 
grew older, I still had a problem. In one 
nine-month period, I lost every material 
possession I had — cars, houses, you name 
it. I also did time behind bars. I actually 
looked forward to jail so I could get some 
rest. With all my other problems, I was also 
spiritually bankrupt.

I wanted to go to sleep and  
not wake up
 I’d go to bed at night praying to 
whatever god might be listening not to 
wake me up. I didn’t care about anything. If 
I hadn’t been court ordered to Reno-Sparks 
Gospel Mission, I would still be out there 
running the streets and making a mess of 
my life.

 But God had other plans for me — and 

they started at the Mission’s door. Today I 
serve a living, loving God who is protecting 
me. The Mission, the staff and you who 
give your generous donations are all 
contributing to my new life in Christ. 

 I want you to know I’m grateful for 
everything — the food, the safe shelter, the 
fellowship and the practical teaching from 

I’m being set free from the ghosts  
that have haunted me for so long

(continued on page 4)

 “Thank you for supporting 
 the Mission and for your  

role in my recovery.”

God bless you for helping to save my life.  
I can never thank you enough. 
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Dear Friend of Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission,

It’s conventional wisdom to assume a positive 

person sees the glass half full and that a 

negative person views it as half empty.  

Here at the Mission we see a glass of water  

and then look for someone who is thirsty.

 A friend recently asked me about the 

impact on our community if there were no 

Mission. I did some quick math, and here’s 

what the equation looks like: If there were 

no Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission, 1,100 people 

would be without food each day. There  

would be no 345,000 meals a year served to 

the homeless. There would be 100 fewer beds 

for men and women in recovery . . . and there 

would be no 85,000 pieces of clothing given 

away between January and December. This is what we are  

able to do . . . because you help us carry out this crucial mission 

of rescue.

Come visit us and see your compassion in action

Now it’s almost Thanksgiving, and it will soon be Christmas. 

It’s a wonderful season of sharing with our families and with 

people in need. Here at the Mission, it’s also a season when 

we receive the majority of our donations for the calendar 

year. In fact, we need over and above gifts immediately to 

help us spread out the caring during the months ahead. I also 

encourage you to pay us a visit during the holiday season. Come 

see your compassion in action. Talk with our guests . . . and let 

them know how much you care. We hope to see you soon.

   Your servant,

   Rick Redding, Executive Director

An encouraging word from Rick Redding

“ If there were 
no Reno-Sparks 

Gospel Mission, 

1,100 people 
would be 
without food 
each day.” 

It took 20 Years of heroin addiction 
and doing hard time in san Quentin before

I had the sense to give my life over to God

Year End 
Giving

There’s still time to 
make your 2011 tax-

deductible gift to the Mission! Studies 
show that three-fourths of all Americans 
will give a year-end gift to charity.

Our pledge to you is that all donations 
stay in Northern Nevada and are used to 
help the hungry, homeless, addicted and 
abused in our area. 

In fact, in 2011 alone you helped serve 
345,000 meals and provide 55,000 beds 
for emergency shelter!

And your gift ensures that no one is ever 
turned away from the Mission.

HOw CAN YOu GIVE?

•  Cash/check/credit card donations. 
Please note that transactions must be 
received by Dec. 31 to count for 2011.

•  Personal property. Items such  
as cars, jewelry, coins, household 
appliances, furniture, etc. All items are 
sold in our thrift stores and used to 
help the needy.

•  Real estate/stocks/life insurance. 
Contact your financial advisor to see 
how you can give gifts that keep on 
giving for years. If you do not have  
an advisor, the Mission recommends  
Chris Abts in Reno at 775-853-9033.

We safeguard your faith in us. All 
donations are treated with confidentiality. 
We do not sell, lend or otherwise share 
your information with any other agency.

Thank you for considering the Reno-
Sparks Gospel Mission. Your donations 
make a difference!

Happy New Year!
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During this time of year, your generosity is helping us 
reach out to the hundreds of people who are 
streaming through the Mission’s doors. Thank you for 

your prayers, your volunteer work and your continued 
support for this ministry of rescue.

 Now the holidays are soon upon us, and again Reno-
Sparks Gospel Mission is continuing to do all it can to share 
the message of Christ’s love with our residents and guests. 

         If you’ve paid us a visit recently, you may have 
been surprised to see the range of people that come to 
us for help. Often the homeless are not who you think 

they might be. It’s true that many are fighting to 
break free from addictions to alcohol and other 
drugs. Others have spent years on the streets 
struggling to survive.

Arms of Compassion
But there are also those men, women and 

children who’ve been evicted from their 
homes because of foreclosures. They’ve 
lost good jobs, and have been otherwise 
upended by a faltering economy. 
Whoever they may be, the doors of the  

You’ve invested in many lives during the past months . . .
. . . and now we urge you to share Christ’s love with the homeless during the holidays



It took 20 Years of heroin addiction 
and doing hard time in san Quentin before

I had the sense to give my life over to God
Meeting the needs of thousands of 
hurting men, women and children 
requires a massive community 
effort, especially during our harsh 
winter months. We need your help 
with the following donations:

•  Winter coats  
(all sizes, especially  
men’s large and extra large)

•  Warm clothing (gloves, scarves, 
knit hats, socks, thermal 
undergarments, boots, etc.)

• Blankets
•  Wrapped new toys for children 

(labeled with age and gender)

• Coffee

•  Turkeys and hams  
(fresh or frozen)

•  Non-perishable canned food
•  Robes, nightgowns 

& slippers for women

We also need winter  
hygiene kits to give to the 
homeless. A fun, easy way is to 
create “Stuff-a-Socks.” 

Here’s how:
1.   Get a new pair of tube socks. 

Place one inside the other.

2.  Then “stuff” the sock with 
travel-sized items such as  
toothpaste, a toothbrush, 
deodorant, soap, lip balm, 
mittens/gloves, floss, etc.

3.  Tie the end with a ribbon  
(one color for men, another  
for women).

4.    Bring them to us and we’ll 
make sure they get into the 
hands of the homeless!

If you can help in any of  
these areas, please call us  
at 775-323-7999.

Holiday Needs 2011
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My name is Tom. I was a 
commercial fisherman 
most of my life. During 

those years, I went through some 
stormy seas. I remember well those 
days when I’d pull God out of my 
pocket, hoping He’d save me from 
disaster. Then, when we sailed into 
port, I’d put him back in my pocket, 
forgetting all about his kindness  
and mercy. 
 Alcohol and drugs were also 
a huge part of my life. I turned 
21 in my dad’s bar in California. 
Then I was addicted for 20 years 
to heroin. I had to use something to 
make me feel good. I also did time 
in San Quentin for violent crimes I 
committed. I think you can see how 
much I needed help — and a change 
from how I was living. And that’s 
why I thank God for Reno-Sparks 
Gospel Mission.

My mind is being conformed  
to the mind of Christ

I was accepted here at the 
Mission with open arms. I probably 
didn’t deserve the dignity and 

respect I received, but I received 
it anyway. I grabbed on to the life 
saver thrown to me by caring people, 
and I was rescued. Today I can say 
my mind is slowly being conformed 
to the mind of Christ. I know I’m 
saved and forgiven. I had to give up 
my pride to get to where I am today, 
but I’m making progress in that 
department.

I also want to thank you for 
your selfless acts of kindness to me. 
You’ve given me food, a bed, clothing 
and an opportunity to be of service 
to others. Thank you for investing 
in my life . . . and for trusting me 
to make something of myself. Now 
during this holiday season, I wish the 
best for you and your family.

   Gratefully,

they might be. It’s true that many are fighting to 
break free from addictions to alcohol and other 
drugs. Others have spent years on the streets 
struggling to survive.

Arms of Compassion
But there are also those men, women and 

children who’ve been evicted from their 
homes because of foreclosures. They’ve 
lost good jobs, and have been otherwise 
upended by a faltering economy. 
Whoever they may be, the doors of the  

Mission remain open wide for all who need food, shelter 
and God’s love — thanks to your support.

      To invest in the life of a homeless person 
in Reno-Sparks this holiday season, kindly use 

the remit slip enclosed in this newsletter. 
You may also give your donation on our 
secure website at www.rsgm.org. On  
behalf of the poorest of the poor, thank  
you for your friendship and ongoing, 
generous support during the holidays  

and throughout the year. 

You’ve invested in many lives during the past months . . .
. . . and now we urge you to share Christ’s love with the homeless during the holidays  “ . . . the doors  

of the Mission  
remain open wide  
for all who need 
food, shelter and 
God’s love — 
thanks to your 
support.”

 “I grabbed on to the  
life saver thrown to me 

by caring people, and  
I was rescued.”

Tom
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Please mail this completed form and return it with your generous holiday donation. Your gift is tax 
deductible as allowed by law. You may also give online at www.rsgm.org. You will receive a receipt. 

Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission, Inc.
P.O. Box 5956
Reno, NV 89513-5956

ACCOUNT NO.   EXP. DATE 

NAME ON ACCOUNT  SIGNATURE

NAME  

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE / ZIP

EMAIL ADDRESS

m $20.50 to provide 10 meals and other assistance
m $30.75 to provide 15 meals and other assistance
m $61.50 to provide 30 meals and other assistance
m   $______ to provide as many meals and care  

as possible

That’s why I’m giving my gift of:

Holiday Meal Ticket
YES, Rick, I know that together 
God is helping us make a difference 
in people’s lives. 
m Please bill my credit card (please print): 
m VISA  m MC

The Mission serves the homeless 
and needy year-round, but the 
holiday season always seems 

to be our busiest time of the year!
During November and December,  
we will:

•  Prepare and serve more than 
75,000 meals;

•  Give away 2,000 winter jackets 
and thousands of blankets and 
cold weather articles of clothing;

•  Provide 10,000 clean beds of 
emergency shelter for men, 
women and children.

In addition, we expect to serve 
about 750 men, women and children 
at our annual Thanksgiving Day and 
Christmas Day events. Adults and 
children at these events receive 
jackets, hats, scarves, gloves and 
other winter necessities. 

Children receive wrapped presents 
at the Christmas meal.

We’ll also continue our traditional 
“Random Acts of Kindness” event 
a few days before Christmas in 
which staff and volunteers pass 
out hundreds of turkey meals, side 
dishes and fresh-cut Christmas trees 
to low-income residents.

Volunteer opportunities are 
probably filled by now, but we can 
use material and financial donations 
to help us with the holiday events 
and the year-round task of serving 
the homeless and needy.

If you can help, please call 775-
323-7999 or visit www.rsgm.org

Your support makes a difference! 
Thank you!

Thrift Stores
Visit us for great tax-free deals on 
new and like-new furniture, 
electronics, appliances, clothing and 
other great items! 

You never know what you’ll find!
Plus, your support stays in this 
community to help others!

All stores open 9:30 a.m. – 6:30 p.m.,
Monday – Saturday.

•  Thrift Depot Kietzke  
630 Gentry Way (at Kietzke)  
Reno 775-825-4424 

•  Thrift Depot Reno  
575 E. Fourth St. (at Elko)  
Reno 775-786-4499 

•  Thrift Depot Sparks  
640 Greenbrae Dr., #160 
(Greenbrae Shopping Center) 
Sparks 775-331-5020

•  Thrift Depot North Hills 
1075 North Hills Blvd.  
(Raley’s Shopping Center)  
Reno 775-677-2266

•  Thrift Depot Prater 
1450 E. Prater Way  
(Hacienda Plaza Shopping Center) 
Sparks 775-331-5528

•  Thrift Depot Sun Valley 
5105 Sun Valley Blvd., Ste. 200 
Sun Valley (at First Avenue  
next to Dollar Loan Center)  
775-674-6444

God’s Word. You may feel sometimes 
that you are behind the scenes with 
your caring. But that’s not true. To 
me, you are up front and center. Your 
donations and acts of kindness are 
making a huge difference in my life.  
Thank you for supporting the Mission 

and for your role in my recovery. 
Because you care, I’m being set 
free daily from the ghosts that have 
haunted me for so long. God bless you 
. . . especially at this holiday season.

Your friend,

I’m being set free . . . (continued on page 1)

Holiday Activities 2011

Laura
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