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My name is Stennis. I want to thank you 
for supporting Reno-Sparks Gospel 
Mission and for giving me a chance 

to get a fresh start on life. I lived so long 
without hope. Now I can say my life is filled 
with hope for today and for the better days 
that lie ahead. My mama told me about Jesus 
when I was eight years old, but that was a 
long time ago. Over the years I wandered far 
away from anything that had to do with God.
 I’ve spent time in jail for using and 

selling drugs, and my 
addiction dragged me 

to the bottom. The 
only thing that  

I had to lean on 
while behind bars 
was Psalm 23 

. . . The Lord is 
my shepherd. 

That passage 
saved my life 

— a life that was 
going nowhere fast. 
Because of the 

Mission’s close 
association 

with drug 
court, 

Thank you for supporting this place of rescue . . . and for giving me the 
OppORTuNITY TO START OvER
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I was able to come to this place of refuge 
to begin my new direction. There are 
so many good people in this program, 
starting with my mentor. I want what  
he has. But even more than that, I want 
God to take control over my life.

It’s a year later . . . and I’m staying 
the course
 Last Christmas, I slept on the floor at 
the Mission because all the beds had been 
taken. Sleeping on the floor has a way of 
humbling a man — and humbling is what I 
needed most. Now it’s a year later and I’m 
staying the course. Every day I’m learning 
more about God by going to morning 
devotions, praying and reading the Bible. 

 Every day I thank God for the 
opportunity to get my life together.  
And that’s when God reminds me  
of your many kindnesses to me — the 
food, shelter and the hope I have in my 
relationship with Jesus. Thank you.  
I hope you and your family enjoy a happy 
Thanksgiving and blessed Christmas. 

 Your grateful friend, 

   AT has confirmed with client that image has model release. Initials: TG  Date: 9/27

Thank you for your donations of money, 
time and encouragement. I’ll always 
remember your kindness.

“ The only thing that I had  
to lean on while behind bars 
was psalm 23 . . . The Lord  
is my shepherd. That passage 
saved my life.” 
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It all started on that starry night, when God chose to embark on the 
Great Interruption of Time itself . . . and He did it in  

a stable in Bethlehem. The first earthly sound of this 
interruption was the hushed cry of a baby, heard by 
a breathless Mary and Joseph, a village carpenter. 
In that moment of quiet interruption, everything 
changed. And since that special night, nothing on 
earth has been the same.

Follow me . . . I am the Way
In like manner, God continues to interrupt the 
lives of the hungry, hurting and despairing 
who come through the doors of Reno-Sparks 
Gospel Mission. Lives once addicted to sin 
and selfish living are now interrupted by the 

It was the Great Interruption of Time itself . . . and it took place in a manger in the town of Bethlehem

an encouraging Word from Rick Redding

“ We remind our 
guests each 
day that Jesus 
came to earth to 
take away their 
shame and their 
pain. All it takes 
is an acceptance 
of the greatest 
Christmas gift of 
all — the person 
of Jesus Christ.”

Dear Friend of Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission, 

 I want you to know that you are part of a fast-

growing movement in our community — a movement 

that doesn’t rely on or need gimmicks. Our mission 

is pure and simple: to share the Jesus of Bethlehem, 

God-man, our Savior and Lord, who lived and died 

to take away our sins. That’s the simplicity of this 

movement in which you play such a vital role.

 We remind our guests each day that Jesus 

came to earth to take away their shame and their 

pain. All it takes is an acceptance of the greatest 

Christmas gift of all — the person of Jesus Christ. 

That’s why we’ve established our Journey Church 

for our friends and neighbors. People simply  

come as they are and sit at the feet of Jesus  

to be nourished by his love, grace and kindness. 

This weekly ministry is creating a new dynamic 

for the Mission. It’s bringing whole families to 

Jesus . . . and that means there is more hope for 

our friends who live on the edge of life itself.

God bless you for your continued support and encouragement

 For 50 years, good friends have supported the Mission . . . and, God 

willing, we’ll be here for many years more — loving, reaching out and 

touching the lost with the saving message of Jesus Christ. And whether 

you’ve been with us for 50 years or 50 days, please know you’re making 

all the difference in the world for hundreds of homeless men and 

women each year. So I simply thank you in advance for your ongoing 

encouragement and support. God bless you and your family this holiday 

season.   

   Your servant,

   Rick Redding, Executive Director

Holiday Needs 2012
Every year, hundreds of people ask 
us how they can help the homeless 
and needy during Reno’s harsh 
winter months. 

You can give a lot of one item, or just 
one. We’ll make sure it gets into the 
hands of those who need it.

You can help with the following 
donations:

•  Warm clothing (gloves, scarves, 
knit hats, thick socks, thermal 
undergarments, boots, etc.)

•  Winter coats (all sizes, especially 
men’s large and extra large)

• Blankets
•  Wrapped new toys for children  

(labeled with age and gender)
• Coffee
•  Turkeys and hams (fresh  

or frozen)
• Non-perishable canned food
•  Robes, nightgowns and slippers 

for women

•  Winter hygiene kits 

A fun, easy way is to create  
“Stuff-a-Socks.”

Here’s how:
1.  Get a new pair of tube socks — 

Place one inside the other.
2.  Then “stuff” the sock with 

travel-sized items such as 
toothpaste, a toothbrush, 
deodorant, soap, lip balm, mittens/
gloves, floss, etc.

3.  Tie the end with a ribbon 
(one color for men, another for 
women).

4.  Bring them to us and we’ll 
make sure they get into the hands 
of the homeless!

If you can help in any of these areas, 
please call us at 775-323-7999.
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It was the Great Interruption of Time itself . . . and it took place in a manger in the town of Bethlehem
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truth of the Savior. People who once served the darkened world of alcohol, 
drugs and abuse find their former lifestyles interrupted by the power and 
majesty of the King of Kings. Others who’ve simply lost their way are being 
interrupted by the One who says follow me . . . I am the Way.

We now come to the holidays once again. Thanksgiving will soon be here . . . 
and then we move on to celebrate Christmas, a commemoration of that great 
moment when all humanity was interrupted by the advent of the Son of God. 
To continue to be a partner with the Mission in declaring this message of 
hope and joy, please use the remit slip enclosed to give a generous gift . . .  
or you can make your donation online at www.rsgm.org. Thank you for being 
our partner in caring for the poor and needy in Reno-Sparks during the 
holiday season and throughout the year.

FROM LIVING WITH FEAR AND DESPAIR . . .  
to enjoying a relationship with God  
that’s giving me hope, joy and peace

God, caring counselors and many new, 
wonderful friends, I’m living a purpose-
driven life. I’m sober. I’m alive . . . and 
I’m thriving. Past holidays were filled 

with pain and remorse, but now as we 
approach Thanksgiving and Christmas, 
my life is filled with joy. And the most 
joyous thing of all is that I’m able to give 
back for all the kindness offered to me. 

You’ll always be in my prayers
I volunteer at the shelter and I do what 
I can to encourage families who feel 
they’ve come to the end of the line.  
I also attend Journey Church, where  
I feel so at home and part of the Body 
of Christ. Right now, I’m exactly 
where God wants me . . . and it’s my 
desire to be his child for the rest of 
my life. I’m so happy . . . content . . . 
and so filled with God’s goodness. 
Thank you for your love and kindness. 
You will be in my prayers for the rest 
of my life.

 Sincerely, Marie

Year-End Giving 2012

My name is Marie. God, this 
Mission and your donations  
are saving my life. Most of my 

past existence has been an empty shell.  
I didn’t know God, and, over time,  
I designed a prison of my own making.  
I wanted to die but was also afraid to die. 
I was an alcoholic for more years than  
I care to remember. I lived as a Dr. 
Jekyll and Mrs. Hyde. I could drink and 
function. I could work for eight hours 
without the bottle, and then I’d go home 
and drink myself into oblivion. I used  
to drink to feel sober . . . and more times 
than once, I tried to drink myself to 
death. I had no hope . . . and I certainly 

felt I had no future.

Then God 
directed my 
steps to Reno-
Sparks Gospel 
Mission, where 
I’m learning to 
live again. 
Because of my 
relationship 
with a loving 

There’s still time to make your 
2012 tax-deductible gift to the 
Mission!

About 75% of all Americans will 
give a year-end gift to charity. 
Our pledge to you is that all 
donations stay in Northern 
Nevada and are used to help the 
hungry, homeless, addicted and 
abused in our area.

The need is great. In 2012 alone, 
we’re on pace to serve nearly 
400,000 meals and provide 55,000 
beds for emergency shelter! 
Thousands of others received 
free clothing or groceries.

Another 100 are working on their 
addictions in our year-long 
recovery program.

Lives are changed. Relationships 
are mended. And your gift 
ensures that no one is ever 
turned away from the hope they 
find at the Mission.

How can you give?

•  Cash/check/credit card 
donations 
Please note that transactions 
must be received  
by Dec. 31 to count for 2012.

•  Personal property 
Items such as cars, jewelry, 
coins, household appliances, 
furniture, etc. All items are  
sold in our thrift stores and 
used to help the needy.

•  Real estate/stocks/life 
insurance/bequests

Contact your financial advisor  
to see how you can give gifts that 
keep on giving for years. If you 
do not have an advisor, the 
Mission recommends Chris Abts 
in Reno at 775-853-9033.

We safeguard your faith in us. 

All donations are treated with 
confidentiality. We do not sell,  
lend or otherwise share your 
information with any other 
agency.

Thank you for considering the 
Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission. 
Your donations make a difference!

Happy New Year!
“God continues to interrupt the lives of the hungry, hurting and despairing who 
come through the doors of Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission.”
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“ past holidays were filled 
with pain and remorse, 
but now as we approach 
Thanksgiving and Christmas, 
my life is filled with joy.”
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THE CROSSING
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Please mail this completed form and return it with your generous holiday donation. Your gift is tax 
deductible as allowed by law. You may also give online at www.rsgm.org. You will receive a receipt.

Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission, Inc.
P.O. Box 5956
Reno, NV 89513-5956

ACCOUNT NO.   EXP. DATE 

NAME ON ACCOUNT  SIGNATURE

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE / ZIP

EMAIL ADDRESS

m $20.50 to provide 10 meals and other assistance
m $30.75 to provide 15 meals and other assistance
m $61.50 to provide 30 meals and other assistance
m  $______ to provide as many meals and as much  

care as possible

My Holiday Donation
YES, Rick, because the homeless need 
clothing, food and safe shelter, please count 
on me to do my part to help the needy — 
not only during the holidays but throughout 
the year. Here is my donation of:

m Please bill my credit card: (please print)     m VISA  m MC

RM_42-1112_B03RE Pre-Print Specs
12NADNLK RM Nov 2012 – B03RE Reno-Sparks Newsletter
Element:  NEWSLETTER – Page 4
Form Size:  17 x 11”  Folds to: 8.5 x 11”  then to: 8.5 x 3.625”
Inks:  PMS 361, Black Stock:  60# White Offset
Final Art #:  2 Date:  10/8/12
DO NOT PRINT RGB KEYLINES OR TYPE

The Reno-Sparks Gospel 
Mission is celebrating 50 
years of serving the Northern 

Nevada community after becoming 
officially recognized by the state  
on Jan. 8, 1963.
A lot has changed since those early 
days at the Mizpah Hotel, where 
men would hold AA meetings to 
help one another battle alcoholism.
The Mission now operates 10 
facilities: a Mission, warehouse, 
women’s home, men’s home and six 
thrift stores. More than 1,100 meals 

are served daily and 55,000 beds 
are used annually for shelter.
And up to 100 men and women 
get help with alcohol or drug 
problems through our long-term 
recovery program.
To learn more about the Mission 
and its services, or to keep  
up with current news and special 
events, please visit our website  
at www.rsgm.org or find us  
on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/renomission

WE’RE TuRNING 50!

Another group takes freshly baked 
goodies to give to low-income senior 
citizens!

Volunteer opportunities may be filled 
by now, but we can use material and 
financial donations to help us with the 
holiday events and the year-round task 
of serving the homeless and needy.

If you can help, please call 775-323-
7999 or visit www.rsgm.org

Every day, we serve the homeless 
and needy, but the holiday season 
always seems to be our busiest time 
of year!

During November and December, 
we will:

•  Prepare and serve more than 
75,000 meals;

•  Give away 2,000 winter jackets 
and thousands of blankets and 
cold weather articles of clothing;

•  Provide 10,000 clean beds of 
emergency shelter for men, 
women and children.

In addition, we expect to serve 
about 750 men, women and children 
at our annual Thanksgiving Day 
and Christmas Day events. Adults 
and children at these events receive 
jackets, hats, scarves, gloves and 
other winter necessities.

Children also receive wrapped 
presents at the Christmas meal.

We can always use help at our 
annual “Random Acts of Kindness” 
event. A few days before Christmas, 
staff and volunteers pass out about 
200 turkey meals, side dishes and 
fresh-cut Christmas trees to low-
income residents. 

Holiday Activities

Your  
support  
makes a 
difference!


