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My name is Damian. When I came 
through these doors I had been  
a heroin addict for too many years.  

My life had gone down a path I never would 
have imagined. I stole from my family, from 
friends. In fact, I’d do just about anything  
I could do to get more money for drugs. I was 
raised as a Christian, but in my youth I turned 
my back on God. During my growing up years 
I didn’t have a father, and because no one was 
there to teach me right from wrong over time 
I went into some dark places. Many times  
I felt like I was in the belly of a dark cave with 
only a pinhole of light…that cave of my life 
was so dark I couldn’t see my hand in front  
of me.

Today, I know God has a great plan for  
my life

Night after night I would drive to the Pleasant 
Valley Bridge and contemplate jumping off.  
In the end, I didn’t kill myself . . . instead God 
killed the person who I was, someone who had 
run so far from him. Today I am a believer  
in Jesus Christ, and I know God has great 
plans for me. Every day I anticipate the  
good things that will come my way in the  
days ahead. I’m so glad God spared me  

I thank God I never jumped off that bridge

from jumping off that bridge.

I also want to say some words of 
appreciation to you who give so much  
to this Mission. Thank you for your time, 
the money you give, your generous gifts  
of clothing, food and so much more. God 
bless you at this Thanksgiving season . . . 
and thank you again for all you keep doing 
to help someone like me.

“ Many times I felt like I was 
in the belly of a dark  
cave with only a  
pinhole of light . . . ”
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An Encouraging Word from Rick Redding

Dear Friend of Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission,

You and I live with many lists . . . TO DO lists, 

wish lists, shopping lists…and the list of lists goes  

on and on. At this Thanksgiving season I want to 

share with you one more list . . . my gratitude list.

•  At the top of my list is deep gratitude for the 

gospel of Jesus Christ. Without this, we would 

simply be a place where the homeless eat and 

sleep. But because of the Gospel we are  

so much more: this is where lives are changed.

•  I’m thankful for my wife who prays with  

me and for me. I could never carry out this ministry alone  

so, “Charlotte, thank you for all you are to me.”

•  I’m grateful for your enthusiastic support of what God is doing  

at Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission. I cannot say thank you enough.

•  I’m thankful for every person who comes through our doors. Most 

come in without a shred of hope . . . but at the Mission they are 

accepted with unconditional love. No staff member here will ever 

hammer our guests with a big, thick Bible. We allow our love for 

Jesus to do the talking.

•  I am grateful for our staff. Every man and woman employed here 

could work elsewhere and make a lot more money. But each staff 

member has bought into the vision of seeing lives transformed. 

Teamwork is the name of the game here, and for that I am thankful.

It’s my prayer you will also share your own gratitude list with 

your family and friends. It would be a good way to introduce the 

Thanksgiving season.

   Your servant,

   Rick Redding, Executive Director

The entire Mission staff thanks you for your overwhelming support 
of this ministry of rescue during the past several months. It would 
be an understatement to say these are challenging economic 

times. For many, unprecedented would be a more appropriate word. 

 But as tough as it may be during these days of uncertainty, it’s even 
more difficult for those men and women who stream through our 
doors during the Thanksgiving season. These are the homeless, the 
ex-offenders, those who suffer from addictions and others who have 
simply lost their way. The good news is those who choose to make 
positive changes in their lives are finding new hope, new opportunities 
and new life as they make the decision to follow in the steps of Jesus.

Thank you for being a Thanksgiving friend to those in need

“I’m grateful for 

your enthusiastic 

support of what 

God is doing 

at Reno-Sparks 

Gospel Mission.”

HOLIDAY VOLUNTEERS 
AND DONATIONS 
NEEDED!

Can you or your organization provide 
assistance for the thousands of poor 
and needy during the upcoming 
holidays?  We have many opportunities 
and needs to uplift our community:

Volunteers
STREET TREATS
A fun Halloween-themed event for the homeless

THANKSGIVING

CHRISTMAS
Setup: Noon, Dec. 24
Lunch: 11:00 a.m., Dec. 25

FOOD NEEDS
• Turkeys (fresh/frozen)
• Hams
• Coffee (ground/whole bean)
• Canned goods
• Whole pies
• Plastic knives/forks/spoons
• Baked cookies and other goodies

Donate
• New, unwrapped toys for all ages
• Winter coats/jackets for men and women
• Warm socks
• Knitted caps and ski masks
• Blankets
• Gloves
• Thermal and regular underwear
•  Hygiene kits (soap, toothbrush/toothpaste, 

deodorant, shampoo, etc.)

To volunteer, call Tammy at 775-323-0386, 
Ext. 16. To donate, call 775-323-7999. For 
more information and updates, please  
visit us at facebook.com/renomission  
or rsgm.org.

Setup: 9:30 a.m., Nov. 

Event: 2-4 p.m., Oct. 

RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS

Lunch: 11:00 a.m., Nov. 

Event: 1-3 p.m., Dec. 

25

26
25

17



God bless you for giving from a grateful heart

 You continue to bless us by reaching out to those who are hungry, 
homeless and without a friend. We cannot thank you enough for your 
generosity — not only during the Thanksgiving season but throughout 
the year. Now to continue to touch the lives of others in our community, 
please send your donation to the Mission today. For your convenience, 
you may either use the remit slip enclosed or make your donation 
online at rsgm.org. Thank you for being there for those who need your 
compassion . . . for men and women like Damian and Jacqui and  
so many others.

into how to live life as a Christian 
woman. For my job at the Mission,  
I work in the clothing department  
of our Thrift stores, helping to sort 
through some 5 to 6,000 pieces  
of clothing each week. 

I finally feel good about myself

Something else, my driver’s license  
has the address of the Mission on it,  
and that’s something I’m proud of. For 
now this is my home. For once in my 
life. I finally feel good about myself.  
I’m so grateful to God, this Mission  
and to you who give so much to provide  
me with a roof over my head, clothing 
and food to eat. Most of all you keep 
giving me the gift of hope. What 
greater gift could you possibly give  
to a person than that?

My name is Jacqui. Before I came 
to the Mission I was lost . . . 
I mean really lost and confused. 

I was timid and unable to carry on  
a simple conversation having just come 
off my addiction to heroin. I’ve had lots 
of jail time in my life and even when  
I wasn’t behind bars I didn’t care  
if I lived or died. One thing for sure: 
prison never changed my heart, and  
I knew it never would. I needed some 
something else to give my life some 
meaning. I needed Jesus.

I started my downward spiral into  
the world of drugs by using weed and 
alcohol. But that wasn’t enough for me, 
so I went to cocaine and bath salts. I was 
addicted to bath salts for a year, during 
which time I almost lost my mind.  
I honestly never thought it would  
be possible for me to change. And then 
Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission came into 
my life. It’s still hard to believe what 
God has done to my heart and soul  
in such a short period of time. The staff 
stands by me whenever I need their 
help. The classes are giving me insights 

From a life of drugs and self-abuse  
to an abundant life with Jesus 

Jacqui

Without 
this Mission 
and your 
kindness  
I’d probably  
be behind 
bars today

“ It’s still hard to believe 
what God has done  
to my heart and  
soul in such a short 
period of time.”

3

Thank you for being a Thanksgiving friend to those in need

‘‘
’’
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You continue to bless 

us by reaching out 

to those who are 

hungry, homeless 

and without a friend.

For five teenagers from a Northern 
California church, this summer 
meant giving up a week of precious 
free time to serve the homeless and 
needy at the Reno-Sparks Gospel 
Mission. 

These teens and their chaperones 
from Agape Bible Church in Willits 
made hundreds of sandwiches for 
the homeless, collected canned food 
items and volunteered for several 
projects at the Mission’s warehouse. 
They also “adopted” two homeless 
men and then held competing BBQs 
to raise money to buy the men 
needed items.

This is the second time at the Mission 
for the group. “Everyone who came 
last year wanted to come again this 
year,” said Steve Thrift, a teaching 
pastor at the church. “They love 
talking with the people and hearing 
their stories. They learn that there 
are consequences for our actions 
and the decisions we make in life, 
but that if you’ve got the Lord  
in your life, you can always get  
a fresh start.”

Thrift said he recommends the 
Mission trip to every church youth 
group looking to make a difference. 
“This really develops a servant’s 
heart,” he said. “The kids learn 
they’re not here to get, but they’re 
here to give.”

If your youth group would like  
to volunteer at the Mission, contact 
Tammie at 775-323-0386, ext. 16.

AGAPE VOLUNTEERS
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Please mail this completed form and return it with your generous Thanksgiving donation. Your gift is  
tax-deductible as allowed by law. You may also give online at www.rsgm.org. You will receive a receipt.

Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission, Inc.
P.O. Box 5956
Reno, NV 89513-5956

ACCOUNT NO.   EXP. DATE 

NAME ON ACCOUNT  SIGNATURE

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE / ZIP

EMAIL ADDRESS

Here is my donation of: 
 $20.50 to provide 10 meals and other assistance
 $30.75 to provide 15 meals and other assistance
 $61.50 to provide 30 meals and other assistance
 $______ to provide as many meals and care as possible

MY THANKSGIVING GIFT
YES, Rick, it warms 
my heart to continue to 
support the Mission this 
Thanksgiving Season.

RM_45-0903_B03RE Pre-Print Specs
RM 2015.09 Newsletter B03RE Reno (15NADNLI)
Element:  NEWSLETTER – Page 4
Form Size:  17 x 11” Folds to: 8.5 x 11”  then to: 8.5 x 3.625”
Inks:  PMS 138, Black Stock:  60# White Offset
Final Art #:  1 Date:  7/16/15
DO NOT PRINT RGB KEYLINES OR TYPE

 Please bill my credit card: (please print)      VISA   MC

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

In the drought-ridden West, every effort  
to conserve precious water is needed. That’s 
why the Mission made some tweaks to its 
usage this year and is on pace to save water. 
A lot of it. More than 1 million gallons  
to be precise.

That’s enough water to fill a 10-foot-deep 
swimming pool the size of a football field,   
or 20,000 bathtubs filled to the rim. “The 
West is hurting,” said Rick Redding, 
executive director. “We need to do our part.”

Redding said he ordered water cutbacks  
at the Mission’s eight facilities, including two 
residential homes, the downtown Mission, 
the warehouse and four thrift stores. The 
Mission serves 1,100 meals daily and houses 
about 150 men, women and children in its 
shelters and recovery program.

The staff, clients and guests have responded 
in a big way by — among other things — 
shortening showering times, reducing water 
usage while shaving and brushing their 
teeth, and changing some food preparation 
and laundry tactics.

The result has been an average savings  
of 100,000 gallons per month — about what 
the average residential home uses in a year. 
Redding said staff is looking at other ways  
to save even more.

“I’m so proud of the way everyone  
has contributed,” Redding said. “This  
is everyone’s problem and we all need  
to help where we can.”

Undercover as a homeless 
man for a college project, 
Bill Muck first stumbled 
upon the Mission last year. 
Profoundly moved by his 
experience, Bill now speaks 
regularly at the Mission 
and often passionately tells 
others about the men and 
women and their work with 
the homeless, addicted  
and needy.

One might say he “paints” a glowing picture of the Mission. That’s what 
Bill does. Literally.

The pastor, speaker and undercover student is an accomplished artist whose 
work has appeared in 18 countries, numerous magazine covers and earned 
him such recognition as “Best in Show” and “Artist of the Month.”

Known for his incredible detail, especially with wildlife, Bill donates much 
of his work to organizations dedicated to animal sanctuaries and wildlife 
preservation. To date, his work has garnered over $1 million to help  
those charities.

Bill teaches close to home, leading several classes per week for aspiring 
artists. At this writing, Bill was preparing a class for Mission clients.

“I really enjoy helping others to unlock their God-given talents,” said the 
senior pastor at Trinity Baptist Church in Sparks. “I know I have been 
blessed with a passion for teaching and a talent for creating artwork. “It 
has been said that when you love what you do, it really doesn’t feel like 
work at all. I would completely agree.”

Bill’s work can be viewed at facebook.com/billmuck/photos.

WATER SAVINGS


