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JUST THIS ONCE. Daniel was 16 when he 
and a friend decided to try meth for the 
first time. They swore to each other 

they’d only do it this one time. Daniel 
remembers telling his friend, “After this, 
we’re done, man. Never again.”

But the high was so intoxicating that they 
couldn’t get it fast enough after that. They 
snorted the stuff for six months straight after 
that first night, and then started smoking it 
— for a longer, stronger high. And it was even 
more addictive.

 For six years, Daniel kept it up. Snorting, 
smoking, stealing, sneaking. His parents 
eventually caught on, so he started staying at 

“IT’S MY LIFE, NOT YOURS!”
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a friend’s house so he wouldn’t have to 
listen to his mom and dad’s concerns. 

 His addictions soon included gambling; 
he would spend long nights at the 
Peppermill, feeding the machines, blowing 
entire paychecks within a couple hours. 

“I wanted to change”

One time, when his mother confronted 
him, Daniel yelled at her, “It’s my life! Not 
yours!” And he stormed out. Two weeks 
later, he learned that his mom had been 
hospitalized for a nervous breakdown after 
Daniel’s tirade. “Imagine if she had died,” 
Daniel’s dad said. “Imagine if she was no 
longer with us.”

  That’s when Daniel finally realized he 
needed help: “I knew I wanted to change,” 
he says. “I had to turn my life around.” A 
family friend recommended the Reno-
Sparks Gospel Mission.

 Now 23, Daniel is sober and studying to 
be a mechanic. “This place has made me 
look at life in a different way,” he says. “I 
feel loved. I feel that I’m worth something. 
I’m no longer selfish. I put God and others 
before me now. I’m just ready to have a 
good life and a future.”

 Thanks to friends like you, that’s going 
to happen.

Daniel’s addiction turned  
him against his family . . . till 
something drastic happened to 
get his attention.



EVERY SUNDAY 
morning, about  
20 homeless men 
and women make 
their way inside 
the Reno-Sparks  
Gospel Mission.  
But they’re not  

here for breakfast or a handout.

They’re here for church, and teaching 
them is Paul Curry, a man who’s been 
there, done that. And he’s got the 
scars to prove it. Meth addict. 
Chronically homeless. Inmate. And 
now preacher.

In and out of trouble his first four 
decades alive, Curry’s been sober 
since graduating from the Mission’s 
recovery program in 2007. He said his 
newfound relationship with God gave 
him a message of hope to share with  
the homeless. “These are my people,” 
he said. “I love them.” 

Curry, who also works as a 
maintenance supervisor on the 
homeless campus, said he’s amazed at 
their prayer requests. “They pray for 
each other, their families, their friends, 
but rarely for themselves,” he said. “As 
broken as they are, they’re not selfish 
in that way.”

He studies 8 hours a week for his 
30-minute sermon — he still gets 
butterflies when he speaks — and  
five days a week he helps the needy. 
But Curry said he’s at home amongst 
the homeless. 

“I should be dead or in prison, but 
God had other plans for me,” he said. 
“I used to curse God. But I’ve always 
had a soft heart for other people. I 
want everyone to experience what 
God can do in their lives. There  
is hope for everyone.”
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  

Waking the Walking Dead

Dear Friend of the Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission,

I see the walking dead just about every day. And 

I’m not talking about zombies.

They’re all around us. Addicts, alcoholics, street 

people, victims of abuse. It’s like they’re dead, 

walking around dazed with no feelings, no 

purpose, no direction. By the time they come 

to the Mission, they are, for all intents and 

purposes, essentially dead.

But here comes the good part: We get the 

privilege of working with these people, and 

seeing them come back to life.

This is what Easter is all about! Resurrection! The dead coming alive!

That’s what happens when you support the Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission. 

I am so thankful! But even more, the people you’ve helped — those who 

have found new life and restored hope — are eternally grateful for your 

generosity and compassion.

At this time of year, I am reminded of what Jesus did for us, but also 

what he does for us. Yes, he died and rose again 2,000 years ago to 

conquer death and sin. But he’s still doing that today, every day. 

We’re reminded of that every day here at the Mission — that the gospel 

is still alive, still performing miracles. We don’t necessarily see that 

at church and in our day-to-day lives. But at the Mission, we see these 

dramatic changes. 

I wish every donor could see what happens here, to meet these people 

and hear their stories. That’s why we do this newsletter, and why we 

hold tours. If you’d like to tour our facilities and meet some of our 

guests, please contact Mark Giuliano at 775-323-0386, ext. 16.

Thank you for your kind support, and Happy Easter!

Your servant,

Rick Redding

Every year, hundreds of homeless men, women and children 
throughout Washoe County are forced to go to “bed” in  
cars, trucks, tents, garages, makeshift shelters and even on our 

city streets. And many more spend their nights in shelters like the 
Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission.

But there’s hope — because of an empty tomb. When Jesus rose again 
that first Easter, he offered hope, wholeness and new life for hurting 
souls, and his empty tomb is the reason the Reno-Sparks Gospel 
Mission exists. And your generosity proves that you share that same 
hope in a Risen Savior — and we thank God for you!

Thanks to an empty tomb . . . your support can transform lives.

“By the time people 
come to the Mission, 

they are essentially 
dead. And we see 
them come back 
to life.”

   Thank you for being an Easter friend to men, women and children who need your help.

HOMELESS CHURCH



 

WALK A MILE 2016

my parents divorced when I was young. 
I’ve never had many friends, so I 
started drinking to fit in. Alcohol could 
instantly make me feel better about 
myself. It made me feel normal.

By the time I was in my mid-20s, I was 
drinking every day. It got to the point 
where I was stealing it from stores  
just to feed my habit. And bad things 
happened along the way. Once, I was 
raped after I blacked out. I ended up in 
an abusive relationship. And then the 
three DUIs.

So, getting sentenced to RSGM was  
the best thing to ever happen to me. 

It took me a while to admit that I was 
an alcoholic, because the label made  
me cringe. But being at RSGM has 
helped me to accept myself, because 
God accepts me and loves me. I’m not 
constantly comparing myself to others 
anymore. I’m not hiding anything, even 
from myself. It’s been so freeing, so 
amazing.

Being at the Mission has been such a 
blessing to me. Thank you for making 
that possible!

Ididn’t want to go to jail again. I’ve 
been there, and it’s miserable. But it 
was my third DUI, and no matter how 

many times I’d go through rehab, I just 
couldn’t beat my alcohol addiction. 
Scared as I was, maybe jail time was 
exactly what I needed.

But the judge must have seen something 
in me that I didn’t. He believed in 
second chances . . . and third and fourth 
ones too. So instead of putting me 
behind bars, he sentenced me to the 
rehab program at the Reno-Sparks 
Gospel Mission. 

So how did a good student like me end 
up as a chronic alcoholic in the first 
place? I’ve always had self-esteem 
problems. I had spinal meningitis when 
I was 4, and that left me deaf in my left 
ear. People made fun of me as a kid, and 

Coming out of Hiding

Thanks to God’s grace and to you, 
I’m sober and blessed today!

“ The judge must have seen 
something in me that I didn’t.”
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Thanks to an empty tomb . . . your support can transform lives.
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“Your gifts to  

the Reno-Sparks 

Gospel Mission 

offer new hope and 

resurrection life to 

those who have  

lost hope for a  

better life.”

Marci

Your Gifts Bring New Life to Hurting People

Your gifts to the Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission offer new hope and resurrection  
life to those who have lost hope for a better life. God is transforming their lives 
through you!

But every day, more hurting men, women and even families seek our help. They 
need to know there’s a risen Savior who promises them hope. And they need  
people like you to give help give them another chance for new life in Jesus Christ.

To give your generous gift today, please use the reply slip enclosed, or make  
your donation online at www.rsgm.org. You may also call us at 775-323-0386. 

   Thank you for being an Easter friend to men, women and children who need your help.

 

Your Gifts 
Bring New  
Life to  
Hurting  
People

Join hundreds of others 
during the largest event to 
help the homeless!
“Walk a Mile in My Shoes” is at  
9 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 20 at 
Wingfield Park in downtown 
Reno. About 600 people — from 
companies to families — will 
walk one mile to the Mission as  
a show of support for the 
homeless.
Entry is $30 per adult or $25 
per adult for groups of four or 
more. All proceeds directly help 
the needy.
TO REGISTER: call Mark  
at 775-323-0386, ext. 16 or 
simply show up at the park 
before 9 a.m.



RM_46-0206_B03RE

Please mail this completed form and return it with your generous Easter donation. Your gift is  
tax-deductible as allowed by law. You may also give online at www.rsgm.org. You will receive a receipt.

Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission, Inc.
P.O. Box 5956
Reno, NV 89513-5956

ACCOUNT NO.   EXP. DATE 

NAME ON ACCOUNT  SIGNATURE

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE / ZIP

EMAIL ADDRESS

Here is my donation of: 
 $20.50 to provide 10 meals and other assistance
 $30.75 to provide 15 meals and other assistance
 $61.50 to provide 30 meals and other assistance
 $______ to provide as many meals and care as possible
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RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS

Residents in low-income neighborhoods were greeted with turkeys, bags 
of groceries, baked goodies and Christmas wreaths during our annual 
“Random Acts of Kindness” event. Three teams of volunteers and staff 
traveled to two neighborhoods and a senior center to bring the joy of 
Christmas to those in less fortunate circumstances.

STREET TREATS

Mission staff, community groups and 
volunteers dressed up in costumes to give 
away treats to about 500 homeless and 
less fortunate men, women and children 
during our lively annual “Street Treats” 
event at Halloween. Recipients received 
hygiene products, food, gloves, socks and 
other goodies. In their own special “kids 
zone” area, children played games and 
received sweet goodies.

VETERANS DAY PARADE

About 150 Mission staff and friends marched 
in the Reno Veterans Day Parade to honor 
homeless veterans. The Mission supports 
veterans in crisis and in need by providing 
shelter, resources and services.

THANKSGIVING

Our generous donors 
helped us provide 
delicious turkey meals 
to more than 600 
of the homeless and 
needy on Thanksgiving 
Day, while giving away 
more than 300 winter 
coats to those in need.

CHRISTMAS

Mission staff and volunteers 
made Christmas Day a 
special one for our hurting 
brothers and sisters (and 
their children) on the 
streets. Hot meals, toys 
for the children and 

hygiene gifts for the adults 
provided wonderful holiday cheer for over 600 people 
attending the Mission’s Christmas dinner.

Holiday Wrap-up
It was another busy holiday season at the Mission!

                                For the entire 2015 year, we set a Mission record  
                               with about 425,000 meals served to the 
    homeless and needy. Another 55,000 beds were available for 
    shelter or addiction recovery services.

2015

 Please bill my credit card: (please print)      VISA   MC

My Easter Gift
    YES, Rick, please use  
my gift to help bring new  
life to struggling neighbors 
during the Easter season.


