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It Took Me 
25 Arrests to 
See the Light
by Carla

HOLIDAY ISSUE 2017

On the surface, I had a loving family and a perfect 
life. I married my husband, an ex-Marine, just four 
months after meeting him. Soon after, I got pregnant 
and gave birth to my precious twin boys.

When my sons were just 6 months old, my husband 
took us on a camping trip. That night by the fire, he 
drank more than usual. He punched me hard in both 
eyes. Falling over backwards, I hurt my back, too.  
That was the first time my husband put his hands on 
me. It wasn’t the last. It felt like I’d been tricked.

 

For the next 17 years, I lived a hellish existence —  
and I drank so I didn’t have to face it. Then, after a 
drinking-and-driving accident shattered the bones in 
my foot, I got hooked on pain medication, as well.

It got so bad, I was on a first-name basis with just about 
every police officer, sheriff ’s deputy, and drug-court 
official in Reno. I’m not proud of it. But that’s what 
happens when you rack up 25 arrests — most of them 
alcohol related.

Beginning to Heal

It’s no wonder I ended up in front of a judge, facing the 
possibility of three years in prison. I begged the judge 
to let me go to Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission. Jail wasn’t 
going to do it. I needed the Mission’s help to heal.

To my amazement, the judge agreed. I’ve been here at 
the Mission ever since. I’m working at the Thrift Depot 
and improving myself every day. The program has 
taught me to develop healthy relationships.

I haven’t had custody of my children for seven years.  
But I’m taking things a step at a time with their 
interests in mind. When I’m completely healed, the 
Lord will provide a fresh start. I believe that. Thank you 
for granting me a second chance at a happy life.

Stories of Second Chances
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“ Jail wasn’t going to do it.  
I needed the Mission’s help  
to heal.” 
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New Life Begins with a Holiday Meal

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Rick Redding
The Power to Redeem 

Dear Friend of the Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission,

In this season of hope, I’m taking time to reflect on the lessons taught 
by Jesus’ birth, life, death, and resurrection. Here at the Mission, I have 
the distinct privilege of watching those lessons play out before my eyes 
every single day. Your kind support makes that possible.

Carla and Terrin, the two guests whose stories are featured in this 
newsletter, are perfect examples. If you had met Carla and Terrin a 
few years ago, you wouldn’t recognize them today. Carla was lost in an 
alcoholic haze, a danger to her life and others. Terrin struggled in the 
grip of addiction, a prisoner to his own sense of guilt.

Today, they’re thriving. But they’ve always been special in God’s eyes. 
Even at their lowest point, they weren’t beyond saving. Jesus’ power to 
heal, forgive, and redeem remains awesome indeed.

This Christmas, when you sit down to enjoy a hearty meal at the family 
table, remember the remarkable feats of redemption you’re making 
possible through your support of Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission.

No one is past the point of no return. Our Mission stands as testament 
to that fact. And your kind support over the holiday season will see 
us through to the new year. Thank you, as always, for demonstrating 
God’s love and healing power on earth.

Your servant,

Rick Redding

Jesus’ power to heal, forgive, and redeem 
remains awesome indeed

HOLIDAY 
NEWS

When you’re down and out, abusing drugs, or living from hand to 
mouth on the streets, the path to better living seems a long way off. 
So many of the struggling folks who arrive at the Reno-Sparks Gospel 
Mission are used to scraping and clawing just to get by.

Thanks to your kind support, that slowly begins to change. It starts 
with a hot holiday meal, served with all the trimmings. From there, 
our guests receive clean clothes and safe shelter.

Thanksgiving and Christmas are  
fast approaching! We need your  
help as we serve 40,000 men women  
and children between the two holidays.

FOOD NEEDS

• Turkeys (fresh/frozen)

• Hams

• Coffee (ground/whole bean)

• Canned goods

• Whole pies

• Plastic knives/forks/spoons

• Baked cookies and other goodies

CLOTHING/HYGIENE NEEDS

• New, unwrapped toys for all ages

• Winter coats/jackets for men  
and women

• Warm socks

• Knitted caps and ski masks

• Blankets

• Gloves

• Thermal and regular underwear

• Hygiene kits (soap, toothbrush/
toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo, etc.)

To volunteer, call Mariah at  
(775) 323-0386, Ext. 16 or by email at 
mariah@rsgm.org.

To donate, call (775) 323-7999.

For more information and updates, please 
visit us at facebook.com/renomission or 
www.rsgm.org.
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“They’re renewed in the spirit of the Lord. Motivated to 
serve Him by serving others."



After multiple appearances in drug  
court, Terrin had to decide: prison or 
Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission. He made 
the smartest decision of his life. Our 
Christian Addiction Recovery and 
Education (CARE) program taught 
Terrin to let go of the guilt and build  
up self-esteem in its place. He kicked his 
addiction and learned that he is loved  
and valued.

“I’ve made so much progress that I’m now 
talking to my kids every day. And my 
wife and I are getting back together,” 
Terrin says. “We never stopped loving 
each other.”

Throughout his recovery, he’s drawn 
inspiration from a familiar source: his 
brother Kyle. “He’s walking and talking 
again,” Terrin says with a smile. “He 
never once gave up fighting, so I knew  
I couldn’t either.

Growing up, Terrin and his brother 
Kyle* were polar opposites. While Kyle 
studied hard and earned a full ride to MIT, 
Terrin goofed off in high school and 
didn’t worry about the future. And when 
Kyle was making game-breaking plays 
on the football field, Terrin cut class to 
experiment with drugs.

“That’s what made it so hard to understand,” 
Terrin says of the tragic event that changed 
his life forever. In the middle of a football 
game, without warning, Kyle suffered a 
life-threatening brain aneurysm. He spent 
six months on life support.

In a fit of rage, Terrin demanded answers 
from God. “I wanted to know why this 
would happen to my brother instead of me,” 
he says. “I was the screw-up. I would have 
given anything to trade places with him.”

That sense of overwhelming guilt and 
low self-esteem led Terrin to seek refuge 
in meth abuse. Although he graduated 
from school, held down a landscaping job, 
got married and had two kids, the drug 
continued to tempt Terrin.

“It got to be too much for my wife,” Terrin 
says. “She took the kids and told me it was 
time to get straight for good. But it took many 
more mistakes for me to really see that.”

Walk a Mile
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New Life Begins with a Holiday Meal
With the bare essentials of survival taken care of, they can begin to focus  
on the big-ticket items: spiritual growth . . . self-sufficiency . . . and a new  
life through Christ.

What might have seemed impossible to someone fresh off the streets 
becomes a simple fact of life. They’re renewed in the spirit of the Lord. 
Motivated to serve Him by serving others. It’s incredibly inspiring to  
witness. And it’s all made possible thanks to your steadfast generosity!

To give a holiday gift today, please use the enclosed reply slip, or make  
your donation online at www.rsgm.org. Or call (775) 323-0386. Thank you!

You helped Terrin forgive 
himself and move forward.

LETTING GO OF THE GUILT

*Kyle’s name has been changed to protect his privacy.

It’s time to pull out those 
walking shoes for the Mission’s 
8th Annual “Walk a Mile in My 
Shoes” event set for 9 a.m., Feb. 
24, 2018, at Wingfield Park in 
downtown Reno.

The event brings attention to the 
plight of the homeless, as more 
than 600 people walk from the 
park to the Mission. Rain or 
shine, walkers pass out hygiene 
kits to the needy along the way.

“It’s an eye-opener for many 
people,” said Rick Redding, 
executive director. “You get a 
very small glimpse of what these 
folks go through every day.”

The event has turned into 
friendly competition among 
local businesses vying for the 
coveted “Golden Shoe” awarded 
to the largest group of walkers. 
Walmart was the reigning 
champion for six straight years 
until Greg Latimer’s Triad 
Plastics in Reno finally wrestled 
away the Golden Shoe in the 
2017 event.

The event also is perfect for 
student groups, families and 
moms with little ones in strollers.

Registration is $25 per adult  
(12 and older) or $20 per adult 
for groups of 20 or more. We 
highly encourage registration 
prior to the walk to avoid lines 
on the day of the event.

All proceeds directly help  
the homeless and needy in 
Northern Nevada.

If you, your group or your 
company want to become 
involved, please contact Mariah 
Peaslee at (775) 323-0386, ext. 
16 or visit www.rsgm.org after 
Jan. 1 and download a flyer.
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Please mail this completed form and return it with your generous donation. Your gift is  
tax deductible as allowed by law. You may also give online at www.rsgm.org. You will receive a receipt.
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MY HOLIDAY GIFT
YES, Rick, please use my gift to bring holiday joy and peace to homeless 
and hurting neighbors. Here is my donation of:

 $20.50 to provide 10 meals and other assistance
 $30.75 to provide 15 meals and other assistance
 $61.50 to provide 30 meals and other assistance
 $______ to provide as many meals and care as possible
 Please bill my credit card: (please print)      VISA   MC

Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission, Inc.
P.O. Box 5956
Reno, NV 89513-5956

How Can You Give?
As the end of 2017 quickly approaches, there’s still time  
to make your tax-deductible gift to the Mission.

We rely solely on the generosity of donors like you.  
And our pledge to you is that every donation stays in 
Northern Nevada to directly help hungry, homeless, 
addicted, and abused neighbors.

The need is great. This year alone, we’ve served over 
460,000 meals and provided 60,000 beds for emergency 
shelter. Thousands of others received free clothing or 
groceries. And hundreds more were helped through our 
free yearlong substance abuse recovery program.

Your gift ensures that no one is ever turned away from  
the hope they find at the Mission!

HOW CAN YOU GIVE?

Cash/check/credit card donations. All transactions 
are securely handled, but please note that your mailed  
gift must be postmarked by Dec. 31 to count for 2017.

To donate by mail, our address is  
2115 Timber Way, Reno, NV 89512.

• To give over the phone, please call our offices  
at (775) 323-0386 Ext. 10 or Ext. 12.

• To donate safely online, visit our website at  
www.rsgm.org. You can also use PayPal to send  
your gift (our PayPal address is info@rsgm.org).

Personal property. Items such as appliances, cars, 
jewelry, coins, electronics, etc., are sold in our thrift stores 
and used to help the needy.

Real estate/stocks/life insurance/bequests.  
Contact your financial advisor to see how your gift can 
keep giving for years! If you do not have one, the Mission 
recommends Chris Abts of Cornerstone Retirement at 
(775) 853-9033.

Please know that we professionally secure and protect your 
donation and personal information. We never sell, lend, or 
otherwise share your information with any outside agency.

Thank you for your support of the Mission.  
You make a difference!

Happy New Year!
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